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FOREWORD. 

^pHE original of tliis little volume was a slender book 
1 of about ()() pages closely written in a fine and 

delicate bandwriting. The Manuscript was discovered 
in the Library of the late Mr. John Bovell, of Ox¬ 
ford, St. Peter, and is said to have been originally 
in the possession of his father Mr John Bovell, Sr. 
who had made a collection of books and Mss. re¬ 
lating to the history of the Island. The original Ms. 
found its way into the liands of the late Mr. C. P. 
Bowen, who in 1895 published substantially the whole 
volume in the Herald Xewspa])er then conducted by 
him. Few co])ies of the papers contaiiiing these ex¬ 
tracts now exist, and since the death of Mr. lh)wcn the 
xMs. h as been either lost or destroyed. Some ye^rs ago 
tlie writer took the j)recaution to make a ^'e^batim copy 
oi the original Ms., from which co])y the following 
pages have been reproduced, and this present publica¬ 
tion is an attempt to rescue the Avork of the compiler 
from obliA’ion. 

Bichard Hall, the author of the Ms., was born in 
I Barbados about the vear 1709. In an Affidavit made 

; k/ , 

by him on 29th July 174-8 he stated that he Avas ‘‘84- 
or thereabouts ” (See Minutes of Co. 174-2—174-0 p. 115) 

He was the son of Huglr Hall hy his second 
marriage Avith Mary, daughter of Charles BuckAvorth, 
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Esq. Mrs. IMary Hall died on 7th October 1711 being 
then about 29 years of age, and was bnried in the 
centre aisle of the parish Church of St. Michael (now 
tlie Cathedral) where her tomb mav^ still be seen. The 
stone covering the place and forming one of the large 
flagstones of the aisle bears the Crest and Coat of 
Arms of her Inishand, a description of which is given 
in ()li\'er’s Monumental Inscriptions” as follows:— 

Jacobean shield and Mantling in sunk circle — 

CREST—-A Talbot’s head erased o\'er VV and H.— 
ARMS-Till •ee Talbot’s heads erased between nine 
crosses-crosslet (Hall) impaling a less wavy between 

three mullets (? Blackborne).” 

The Buckworth arms were—Argent, a chevron 
azure between three cross-crosslets fitche gules, 
borne by Sir John Buckworth of London, Knight. 

The inscription on the tomb reads :— 

Here lyeth interr’d the / body of Mary daughter / 
of Charles Buckwortli i Esq., and wife of Hugh Hall 
Esq., who departed this life / ye 0th day of October / 
1711 aged about 29 years. 

The entry of the burial in the Record is as follows : 

‘*1711 Oct. ye 7th, Mary y e wife of Hugli Hall 
Esq., Churchwarden in ye Church. 

The earliest known progenitor of the family was 
flugld Hall, a Quaker, who is stated in the C’ensus 
taken in ](>7iN80 to he residing in the Parish of St. 

Michael, with two children and eight negroes, (Slaves). 
He was the grandfather of Richard Hall, the author of 
the Ms. 
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Hall (lied in in Barbados, and by his 
>Vill dated 1st September 1()98 he desired that Ins IkmI}' 
mi^ht have Christian intennod '‘according to I he 
planne and manner of the people of God called Quakers ’’ 
in the place where liis late deai’ wife was buried. 

He devised to his son Iluglr an estate of about 
1,200 acres called (greenfield in Dock Creek, Penn., 
which he had bought from Jno. Kdmonson of Maryland, 
and another estate (d about 1,()()() acres called Wapping 
in Dock (h’eck to and oipially between his sons 
Joseph, Jehu, and Benjamin. He mentions his daughter 
Mary, who had married Edward I^ascelles, to whom 
he had already given her marriage portion. 

The testator appointed his beloved friends 
Thomas Clarke, Thomas Pilgrim, Henry Feake and 
Joseph Harbin ” Executors. 

Fluglr Hall was born in Barbados on 28th May 
1078. 

He made several visits to New England, evidently 
at first on the business of his fathers plantations there 
and afterwards on liis own affairs. While on a visit 
to Boston, prior to 1093, he married Lydia, daughter of 
Benjamin Gibbs, born at Boston 20th January 1009-70. 
They evidently returned to Barbados shortly wheji 
l lughHlK‘iv sou was born in 1093. Mrs. Hall died at 
Philadelphia on September 11th 1699 at the age of 29 
vears. 

J'he marriage with Mary Buckworth afterwards 
took place in Barbados on 1st May 1705 when Mr. 

Buckworth gave his daughter a marriage ])ortion of 
£1,000 currency. Charles, the eldest son of this 
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marriage, \vas‘})orn in 1700* : the otlier children were 

Sarah, Mary and Ricliard, tlie last named being the 
autln)!* of the Ms. 

Alter his wife’s death in 1711 Mr. Hall manied 
again and is mentioned in the Census of the year 1725 

with his wife age 2‘1—1 son (Charles) 2 daughters 7 and 
5 years res])eclively. 

H is third wife was Anne daughter of Captain John 
Swann of Barbados. The children of the marriage 
were Elizabeth, born Oth August 1718 ; Ann, baptised 
80th November 1721 ; Margaret, baptised 28th Novem¬ 
ber 1725; John, born 12th February 1728, all of whom 
are mentioned in the parish register of baptisms. 

Mr. Hall carried on a business as a Merchant in 
Barbados, and in the Minutes of the l^estiy of the 
parish of St. Michael there are frequent references to 
his accounts I’or Tent Wine and Hollands (the latter 
being the then current name of fine linen, imported 
from Germany tlirough Holland, of which the Minister’s 
Surplices were made). 

He was elected a member of the \T*stry of St. 
Michael on 12th January 1707-8, and made junior 
Churchwarden on 10th Januarv 1708-9 and senior 
Warden on Oth January 1709-10, and re-elected' 8th 
January 1710-11. As Churchwarden he was allowed 

a commission of 10% levies made, which was 
then computed to yield about 20,000 tbs. of sugar, this 
being the commodity in which all the parish accounts 

were paid. 

t Baptismal record—A})ril ‘23rd ITOf), Charles, the son of Flugh Hall, 
Esq. and Mary hjs ryife horp,. 
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It was on jiis motion as Clunvlnvanlcn on J)tli 
A[)ril 17M that tlie \’(‘stn a^^reerl to have* a structure 
Imilt “ lor jjlaeiny ye clock aivl t>clls thci’cln whicli were 
many years since ,i»i\en l)y ra])tain Jiichard Barrett 
deceased and have hitherto lain useless.” A tower was 
huilt a?id the hells were hnn<»’ on 15th November 1717. 
The wliole Church was demolished bv the Imrricanc of* 
1780 ; the bells now hano- in the present church. 

In spite of his Quaker birth and earh' training' 
Hall seems to have ^'one over to theChureli soon af'tei’ 
his second marriage. On 2t)th August 1710 we find 
the following minute :— 

“ The gentlemen of* the Vestry do also consent to 
grant liberty to Hugh Hall Esq., to enlarge the gallery 
leading to the \"estry Boom to the eastward at any 
convenient distance lie shall think fit for making a pew 
for himself and family.” He was then Cdiurehwarden. 

He became a member of the Council of Barbados 
in 1782. His son Richard writes from Barbados May 
18th 1782 to his brother Hugh’’ then in Boston, as 
follows— 

I embrace this indirect conveyance to acquaint you 
that mv fath.cr has received a Mandamus constituting 
him a member of the Council here, and intends (God 
willing) to embark in the Brig Becoveiy, John Brad- 
doek Commaiiding, with our sister Nanny in eight or 

X 1 atn jrrealh' indebted to iny friend Dr. Henry Becklea Chandler of 
Bosfon wlio has with oonsideriilde tronble proenred for me a nofiy of 
the Xew Kurland Historical and Cenealopfical Kegisfer containing: 
letters of Hnjrh Hall to Henning Wentworth, with notes b}^ the Hon. 
John NVentworth of Chicago, 111., from which the following intormatir)n 

relating to the Hall family in America has been substantially obtained. 



ten (layf» and hope they will be with you soon after this. 
Mv father would liave intimated this himself, but his 
indisposition and liurry prevented.” 

Mr. Hall did not live to return to Barbados for 
he died at Boston, September 2()th 17*52 and was buried 
ill Kind’s Chapel Burial Ground. In 1888 a Miniature 
ofhim in Court Robes of high colours was still pre- 
ser^ed. 

B}' his Will made in Barbados on 17th INfay 17**51 
being intended on a voyage off this island ” he gave 

liis land in Kent County in Pennsylvania, which was 
devised him by Will of his father, to his son Hiigh’^ 
Hall then of Bostoiij, besides a property in Palmetto 
Street, Bridgetown, and a sum of ^£.500 currency. 

To his son Richard he gave several slaves and a 
sum of £200 currency “ having already given and 
delivered to him the generous fortune 1 promised him 
on his marriage.” He mentions his daughter Sarah 
Hall then residing in Boston to whom he bequeathed a 
sum of £*1,000 currency, besides 2 slaves, and he gave 
his daughter Mary Hall his slave ‘‘Matty” wdio was 
her nurse after the decease of his late wife (Mary), be¬ 
sides a fortune of £2,000 currency. 

Other children mentioned in Ins Will are liis ‘* un- 
happy blind daughter Elizalreth,” Anne, Margaret, John 
and CJiarles, childmi of his third wile Anne, whom he 
apj)ointed Executrix and Guardian of tbeir .5 youngest 
childj*en, with his sons Hugh and Richard as advisers. 
Mrs. Hall married again. 

(3n the death of his mother in 1000 Hugh'^ was 
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phioecl in tlie care of his ^rand-mother Mrs. Lydia 
Gi])l)s wlio had married .3rdly Win. Coleman and "was 
then residing in Boston. Having graduated from Har¬ 
vard College he continued to live in Boston until 171() 
when he returned to Barhados. Later he went again 
to 15oston to carry thither his brother Jiiehafd and his 
sister Sarah who were i)ut to school there and lived with 
Mis. Coleman, hut he continued to reside in Barhados 
until 1720 when he settled in Ihiston. There he married 
Oct. nist 1722 Elizabeth dauirhter of John and Eliza¬ 
beth (Lindall) Pitts. He was a prominent merchant in 
Boston until his death in 1773. 

C'harles Hall son of Hugh‘S by his second wife 
Mary was put to school in London. He died in 1724. 

Sarah Hall, sister of the preceding, married Majoi^ 
John W^entworth as early as 1732' for her brother 
Jiichard'^ writing from Barbados April 3 1732 says:— 

** 1 heartily rejoice at Sally’s good fortune and hope 
Mollv will have her turn also, but it would not have 
been fair to let Sally dance barefoot, which I hear Molly 
ex})ected would have been done.” 

Mary Hall also went' to reside in Boston. On 
27th April 1734, Richard writes:— 

Oi le jMr. Sherburjie of Piscataqua tells me Molly 
is on the verge of matrimony, being addressed by Mr. 
.losbua Pierce, a C^ent. as he says of good character^ 

* Ill ISSS HieliarJ’s letters from Barbados to hi.*, brother Hugh iu Boston 
from May 2*2, 17o*2 to 1737 were in the posses-jioii of the Rev. Dr, 
Charles Henry Hall of Brooklyn, N. Y. a great grandson of Hugh (3) 
Hall. I have not been able to discover if they are still preserved,- 
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])lciitifvil fortune and in ^rcat csteeni which it true and it 
meets Avith your approbjrtion will much please me.” 

(>11 ^7tli Octo})er I TBI he again Avi ries:— 

It is surjwising to us tliat Molly has not met with 
a good husband, sinee we are told tliat she is one of the 
Top Beauties of your metropolis. ANdien she eiiters 
that state, 1 hope she’ll dul\' consider it, and act with 
your entire approbation.” 

She married Septendier 30, 173() Adam AVinthrop, 
who was horn in Boston August 12, 1T0(> and was clerk 
of the Judicial Court at Boston. He died December 
12, 1744. On the 2()th of May 1750, she married for a 
second husband Captain NA^illiam Wentworth, by whom 
she had an only child who died young. H er husband 
died at Kittery, Me.. Dec. 15, 1707. She survived till 
1700. 

Bichard Mall’s mother .(Mary) dicnl when he was 
about two years old and at an early age he was sent to 
school in Boston. He returned to Barbados to settle 
and on August IGth, 1728 he married Elizabeth Cowse, 
daugliter of* James Cowsc, Esq. Tlie entry in the parish 
register reads :— 

M arriages - Saint Philip—1728 August l(>tli— 
Bichard Hall to Elizabeth Cowse, b}' License, 

There were three children of the marriage namelv" : 
* * *' % 

James bap. 7th March 1729, Bichard' born 14th April 
1731, and Hugh Benjamin born 19th November 1733 
James appears to have settled in the Island of Dominica : 
Bichard-went to England in 1702 after which we lose 
sight of him, and Hngii Benjamin died in 170(1 mi- 
married. 

L 
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Not long after his marriage Richard Hall was 
aj)pointed a Justice of the Peace and a Magistrate of 
the Island. He seems to have had a leaning towards 
the law although he carried on business as a Merchant. 
He was the compiler of the famous volume of Laws of 
Barbados commonly known as Hall’s laws.^ In the 
Preamble to the Act of the Legislature of Barbados, 
assented to by Governor Charles Pinfold 11th May 
1702, which authorised the publication after his death 
by his son Richard of the Book of Laws appears the 
following statement concerning the compiler. 

“And Whereas Richard Hall, Esq , deceased late 
one of the Representatives of the people in the General 
Assembly for the Parish of Saint Michael who had also 
been an acting Magistrate in the said Island nearly 
thirW years, and whose abilities, application and atten¬ 
tion to the Public Service, joined to a thorough know¬ 
ledge of the Constitution rendered him a most useful 
and valuable member of the Community had with very 
great pains carefully examined and compared his printed 
law book with the Record of all the Acts kept in the 
Secretary’s (Jlfice, corrected all mistakes, supplied all 
omissions and added the laws passed until the year 
17.58. As well as made many useful notes, references, 
and observations on the said laws. And Whereas the 
said printed book with the Man sept, laws, has since 
his death, come to the hands of his son Richard Hall 
who has continued the laws in the same manner down 
to this time.” 

X Richard Sen. was I’eaily the Conapiler of the bulk of the volume. His 
son made additions and undertook the publication. 
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The volume was published in 1764 with the fol¬ 
lowing title page. 

ACTS / Passed in the Island / of Barbados / From 
1643 to 1762 inclusive / Carefully revised innumerable 
errors corrected and the wliole compared and examined 
with Acts / In the Secretary's Office / by the late / 
Ri CPI A Hi) HALL Esquire / One of the representa¬ 
tives in the General Assembly for the Parish of St. 
Michael and one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace 
for the said Island nearly thirty years and since his 
death continued by his son / RICHARD HALL 1764. 

Richard Hall Sen. was elected a Vestryman for St. 
Michael on 19th .lanuary 1733 and continued to be a 
member until his death in 1758. During that time he 
was appointed one of the Trustees of the P"ree School 
{Harrison’s Free School from which the present Har¬ 
rison College had its beginnings) and Churchwarden 
of the parish. 

A Major in the Militia we hnd him in 1746 des¬ 
cribed in a list of persons in the Commission of the 
Peace as “ Quondam Aide-de-Camp to General Apple- 
whaite,” and he had been appointed the Judge Advo¬ 
cate in 1744. A record of the appointment is preserved. 

“ The minutes of a General Council of War held 
-at Pilgrim on Thursday 21st June 1744 Pursuant to 
summons. Present His Excellency Sir Thomas Robin¬ 
son, Bart. The Hon’ble Thomas Applewhaite, Esq. 
Lieut.-General; the Hon’ble Wm. Sandiford, Esq. 
Brigadier-General ; Richard Hall, Judge Advocate. 

M is Excellency was pleased to acquaint the Board 
that upon tlie decease of Gelasius IMcMahon, Esq., 
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the late Judge Advocate, he had appointed Richf^rd 
Hall, Esq., Judge Advocate in his place.” Jhe Board 
ottered Mr. Hall an allowance for discharging his duties 
hut he said he was willing to serve his country in 
tliat station without any fee or reward. 

On 9th March 1757 he was returned to the General 
Assembly of Barbados as a member tor St. Michael. 

He died on 25th March 1758 and was buried in 
the Parish Ghurch of St. Michael. The Register con¬ 
tains the following entry under ‘‘ Burials.” 

“ 1758 March 25, Majr. Richard Hall in ye 
Church.” 

His wife Elizabeth predeceased him in 1744 and 
her burial is recorded in the register as follows :— 

1744 May 11th Mrs. Elizabeth Hall wife of 
Richard Hall Esq re in Church.” 

No stone of any kind marks their resting place. It 
is possible that they were buried in the tomb of Mrs. 
Mary Hall, Richard’s mother, or perhaps the floor on 
which the pews rest covers the spot. 

The Will of their youngest son Hugh Benjamin is 
recorded in the Registration (Jflice of Barbados. In the 
document, written throughout in his own handwriting, 
he mentions his brothers James (whom he called James 
Ashley) and Richard, and his nephew and niece John 
Ashley Hall and Rebecca Perry Hall. Among other 
personal ornaments and effects he disposes of his saddles, 
bridles and large silver mounted pistols, his books and 
bookcase and his gold watch with two gold seals, his 
gold headed stick then in the hands of his friend ^Ir. 



William Went worth,''*■ his stone band buckle, stone 
sleeve buttons, silver spurs and sih er mounted pocket 
pistols. To evince his love and gratitude to one of the 
dearest friends and tenderest parents, he made a bequest 
to his truly esteemed Aunt Mary Hearne whom he 
appointed Executrix of his Will during her lifetime, to 
be succeeded by his friends Hillary Rowe, Junior, Henry 
Duke and Mr. William Wentworth. The will is dated 
5th February 176G and it states that the testator had 
affixed “ the arms ot the family. ’ The original docu¬ 
ment bears a seal with three Talbots heads erased be¬ 
tween nine cross-crosslets. 

* He was probably Capt. Wm. Wentworth who had married his Aunt 
Mary Hall. 

X His mother’s sister Mary Cowse had married John Hearne on 10th 
January 1759. 



(1) HUGH' HALL. D. l>etn’een 1 Sept. 1698 (date of Will) and 
24 Novr. 1698 (date of Probate). 

Issue. 
1. MAEAL Md. Edward Lascelles. 
2. HUGH b. 28 May 1673. D. at Boston 20 Sept. 1732. 
3. .JOSEPH b. 3 Aug. 1679. 
4. .JEHU b. 26 .Jan. J687/8, Md Sarah Hooker 5 Feb. 

1714. 
5. BEN.JAMIlSr b. 9 Mav 1691. 

HUGH2 HALL. Md. 1st LtDIA daughter of Benjamin 
Gibbs. B. at Boston 26 Jan. 1669-70. O. at 
Philadelphia 11 Sept. 1699. 

IsSUi G 

1. HUGH’^ b. in Barbados about 1693. D. at Boston 
1773. 

Md. 2nd MARY daughter of Charles Buckworth 
Esq. on 1st May 1705. She d. 7 Oct. 1711 
age 29 years. 

1. CHARLES b. 23 April 1706 D. in London 1724. 
2. SARAH Md. Major John Wentworth of Boston in 

1732. 
3. MARY ild. 1st Adam Winthrop 30 Sept. 1736. 2nd 

Capt. Wm. Wentworth 26 May 1750. D. in U.S.A. 
1790. 

4. RICHARD, b. about 1709. D. 25th March 1758. 
Md. 3rd. ANNE daughter of Capt. John Swan. 

1. ELIZABETH b. 6 August I7l8. 
2. ANN bap. 30 Novr. 1721. 
3. MARGARET bap. 28 Novr. 1725. 
4. JOHN b. 12 Feb. 1727. 
5. CHARLES mentioned in his father’s Will but other¬ 

wise not identified. 
RICHARD HALL. Md. 16 August 1728 ELIZABETH 

COWSE daughter of James Cowse Esq., 
Issue. 

1. JAMES bap 7 March 1730. 
2. RICHARD b 14 A pi. 1731 bap. 20 April 1731. 
3. HUGH BENJAMIN b 19 Novr. 1733. bap. 16 Dec. 

1733. D. Barbados between 5 Feb 1776 (date 
of Willj and 8 August 1766 (date of Probate). 
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Xhe First Settlement of the 

ARBADOP].S, the most considerable and most 
windwardly, Tobago excepted, of the Charribee 
Islands, extends from Latitude 13T() to 13-28 

North and Longitude 58*49f to 59'2^ West from 
London.'' 

Its greatest length is 20j Statute miles, its greatest 

breadth 13f miles, and the circumference of the whole 
island from some of the surrounding principal points is 

miles.^ 

It is divided into eleven parishes and contains 
100,470 acres. This Island is supposed to have been dis¬ 
covered by the Portugese between the years 1501 and 
1520, in their voyages to and from Brazil, that coast 
being not far from the Charribee Islands, and that the 
name was given to it by them, which the English did 
not think fit to alter. In what 3 ear the latter first came 
hither is not ascertained. It is said that in the 3 ear 
1005 an English vessel touched here in her return from 

u. Hughey, Nat. Hiyt. Baiba, p. 1. 



a voyage to Guiana,"" and that some persons landed at a 
place now called the Hole, where they set up a cross and 
inscribed on a Tree James King of England, and of 
this Island,” and that they left some other marks of tlieir 
possession for the Crown ot England."^ But it seems to 
be generally agreed, that about the year 1(>24 a ship 
belonging to Sir Win. Coiirteen, a considerable Mer¬ 
chant at that, time in London, returning from l^ernam- 
biica in Brazil^ was driven by stress of weather on this 
coast, and put on shore at the Leeward part of the 
Island near the Hole, thirty men who made a settlement 
there, and fortifying themselves, set up His Majesty’s 
Colours and chose William Deane for their (governor. 

1027 June 2nd. King Charles the first granted to 
James I^ord Hay Earl of Carlisle his Heirs and Assigns 
forever, Barbadoes and se\ eral other Islands, and named 
them Carlisle Island, and the Province of Carliola, but 
then commonly called the Cliarribees, lying between 10 
and 20 degrees of North Latitude and extending from 
the Island San Juan, Porto Rico, easterl}' to 82-7 ' 
degrees." 

On the 20tli Feb}'. 1(>27, the Earl of C arlisle being 
in Spain, the Earl of Pembroke procured a grant of this 
Island and he sent Captain Cannon to manage his affairs 

here. 

c. A Country in South America, probably the now Dutch Settlement of 
Isequebe, Berbice &c. 

(1. Memoirs of the Island of Barbadoes. 
e. Tlnse Islands were Barbadoes, St. Christopher’s, Nevis, Granada, St. 

Vincent’s, St. Aloire, Metalanea, Martineque, Dominica, xMarygalante, 
Deseada, Todos Santos, Guardaloupe, Antigua, Montserrat, Redonda, 
Herbuda, Eustatia, Saint Bartholemew, St. Martin, Anguilla, Sem- 
hrera, and Anegada. 

Tlie Earl of Marll>orough had a grant of these Islands before Carlisle, 
but he consented to the grant upon a contract that he the said Earle 
of Marlborough should receive for ever £300 t? aim : out of the first 
profits of the plantal ion. Clarendon’s Tracts. 
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Til 1028 the Earl of Carlisle ai^reed with nine nier- 
ehants for ten thousand acres of land, who were to be 
under a Ciovernor of their own choosing’. And they sent 
Charles Woolferstone, with whom came sixt^-four per¬ 
sons and for each of whom he was to take up one hun¬ 
dred acres. 

These settled near but below where the ITridgetown 
is now and were called with respect to the former set¬ 
tlers the AVindward men. The said merchants appointed 
a Deputy Ideutenant and a certain number of persons 
not exceeding twenty were to be chosen bj^ the Govern¬ 
or as his Council. A form of Government being thus 
settled a Court was held and the Leeward men who 
acknowledged the Earl of Pembroke as proprietor were 
summoned to appear. They accordingly came with 
their Governor Mr. Deane, but all of them except the 
same Governor refused to submit to the Earl of Carlisle, 
and returned to their habitations. 

Mr. AVoolferstone then raised his men, and marched 
them under Deane to the Id ole, and the Leeward men 
went to their fort under the command of John l^owell. 
Hoth parties were preparing to engage, but by tlie 
mediation of Mr. Kentlane, a clergyman, they were 
reconciled and the I^eeward men submitted to the Earl 
of Carlisle’s authority. However, in 1629 they appeared 
again in arms for the Earl of Pembroke who had sent 
a commission to John Powell to be Governor, and at¬ 
tempted to surprise the Windward men, but by the 
vigilance and resistance of the latter they were pre¬ 
vented. 

The Earl of Carlisle now setting forth the wrongs 
done him by the Earl of Pembroke in procuring his 
Grant, and the Iving finding that the contest between 
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them was chiefly grounded on some fiiults in Carlisle’s 

Patent ordered a rectiflcation and gave the latter a 
second Patent dated 7th April, Hm) confirming the 

former and explaining all doubts that had arisen. 

Deer. 25. ir)62. King Charles the 2nd purchased 
the propriety of this Island from the Earl of Ivinnoul, 

Carlisle’s Heir for one thousand pounds Sterling per 
annum for ev er which is paid out of the 4| cent, dut}^ 

THE SUGAR CANE was first brought to this 
Island about the 3^ear 1036 from Pernambuca in Brazil, 
which growing ^'ery well they continued to plant till 
there was such a quantity as they thought it worth 
while to set up a cattle mill to grind them, and to try 
what Sugar could be made therefrom—about the year 
1()40 - but as the}^ did not well enough understand it 

the sugar they made was very inconsiderable and little 
worth for some years. About the year 1056 having 

receiv ed some directions from a Hollander who came 
hither from Brazil, they had pretty good skill in the 
making ol it, thev^ then knew when the canes were ripe 
and began to make sugar white, but the manufacture 
was much adv anced by the English Settlers at Surinam, 
who with their effects and utensils to make sugar came 
from thence upon the cession of that Colony to the 
Dutch about the year 1677. Ligons Hietory Barb, 
p. 85. and Dalby Thomas s pam2Met published in 1690 

intitled an Historical Account of the rise and growth of 
the West India Colonies, etc. 

The inhabitants at first planted Tobacco, Indigo, 
Cotton, and Ginger, but the first proved little worth and 

(piantities of Fustick were shipped from hence—Ligon, 
p, 24. 40. Brit. Empr. America. Vol. 2nd. p, 160, 



The Parishes in the Island and the number of acres, 

Slaves, Sugar works, and Pot kilns in each. 

Parishes Slaves 

Sugar 

Wind 
Mills 

Works. 

Cattle 
Mills. 

Pot 
Kilns Acres. 

St. IMichael 18,557 36 3 ■ I..,. 9,580 
Christ Church 9,347 57 3 — 14,310 
St. PhiliiJ 8,750 44 3 4 15,040 
St. George 0,415 39 — — 10,795 
St. John 5,336 32 -i— 4 8,600 
St. Joseph 3,361 27 2 3 6,010 
St. Andrew 3,468 33 3 6 8,780 
St. Lucy 4,808 28 7 — 8,725 
St. Peter 5,271 34 12 — 8,830 
St. James 5,349 39 4 — 7.800 
St. Thomas 5,043 46 6 2 8,500 

70,705 
Owned by persons^ 

unknown j 795 

71,50(t 415 43 19 106,470 

Notk, 70705 slaves was the number given in upon oath to the res 
pective members of the Assembly the present year, pursuant to a law for raising 
a tax, but thpre are persons who have Negroes unknowm to the said Repre¬ 
sentatives and of whom they are not informed, such therefore do n^t give in 
the number of their slaves. 

This is the highest No, of slaves as well as Wind mills that has been 
given in for very many years 
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The Towns ntid the supposed 
Number of White Souls 

in the Isla^nd* 

In this Island are four Towns—viz. 

1. BRIDGETOWN, the Capital is in St. Michael’s 
parish, where almost the whole Trade is. It is situate 

in the inmost part of Carlisle Bay,*" but very irregularly 
laid out, and the choice of the place to build it upon 
seems to have been directed more by convenience than 
health. It consists of about 1200 dwellinghouses and 
Stores mostly built of brick or stone, and the remainder 
of timber, and all of them covered with tiles or shingles. 
Many of them are three and some four stories high. The 

windows glazed and many of them sashed. The princi¬ 
pal streets broad and paved, and there are about 120 
small wooden shingled tenements not included in tlie 
above number in which the lower class of the in¬ 

habitants live and which are rented from £3 to £14 ^ 
annum. 

The Amount of the Rents of this Town the present 
year is about £37,000.^ 

2. SPEIGHTSTOWN in St. Peter’s parish twelve 
miles to the Leeward of Bridgetown. It contains about 
300 houses as well built as those in that Town. 

3. About midway between these two is the HOLE 
TOWN in St. James parish. 

4. And about six miles to the Eastward of Bridge¬ 

town is OISTINS TOWN in the parish of Christ 
Church. 

a, Carlisle Bay is a very spacious one capable of containing' 500 vessels. 

b. On the 8th. Feby. 1756, 55 dwellinghouses & 16 Stores and small tene¬ 

ments were destroyed by Fire. The Annual Rents of the Buildino-s 
so consumed amounted to near £2500. 
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Tlie two last are small' Towns but there are some 

good houses in both of them. 

T1 lese as also Speightstowii are adjacent to Bays 

which bear the names ot the respective towns. 

The number of White Souls here at this time I con¬ 
jecture to be between 25 and 30,000 and there are about 

71,500 Slaves.'' Compare the number of Whites and 
Blacks in Plantations and in many families in the towns 

and note the proportion. 

Mr. Ligon says in 1650 they could muster in this 

Island 10,000 foot and 1,000 horse, that it was supposed 
the number of W^hite persons there was about 50,000 
and of Negroes -more than double that number. Bridge¬ 
town then consisted of about 100 houses and 100 ves¬ 

sels traded here yearly.^ 

The Author of “ The British Empire in America ” 

tells us : In 1676 Barbados was thought to be in its most 
flourishing state, and there were computed to be in it 
50,000 Whites, of which 20,000 were men, and 80,000 
Negroes. The Trade of the Island about that time em¬ 
ployed 400 vessels of 150 tons each one with another. 

The French Author of the History of the Ghar¬ 

ri bee Islands translated by Mr Davyes writes. That in 
1646 there were accounted to be in Barbadoes about 
20,000 White inhabitants and the Slaves vvere thought 
to amount to a far greater number, and in Campbell s 
Naval History it is said, When Sir George Ayscue 
came with a fleet in 1651 to reduce this Island to the 
parliament, Lord W^illoughby, then Governor, assembled 

a. In tlio year 1741 it was thought there were not more than 25,000 
Whites and 70,000 Negroes here, Brit, Emp. Ama. 2nd. Vol. p. 126, 

2nd. Edit. 

b. Hist of Barb, p, 40. 43. 46, 100, c. Vol. 2d. p. 125. 166, 
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a body of 5,000 horse and foot to oppose There 
is such a wide difference between these Authors that 
there is no pretending* to reconcile them, though it is 

most likely the two first were imposed upon by their 
informers.® It is probable the number of White men in 
those years were greater than it is now because they 
were many Covenant servants chiefly men employed to 
till the ground as slaves do now. Several Planters had 
from 20 to 40 such.^ Whereas of late years very few 
have more than four white men on their plantations, all 
the labour being performed by Negroes. But whoever 
takes a full prospect of this place, views the number of 
plantations and small tenements, sees how near they are 
one to another, and howlittle land is uncultivated through¬ 
out the Island, and considers at the same time how well 
peopled the principal towns are, must suppose Barbados 
to be as fully settled and inhabited now as it ever was. 
Whereas if the accounts given by the two first men¬ 
tioned Authors are right, there were near twice as 

many White Souls in this Island in the years 1050 and 
1076 as at this time although from Ligon’s Map of Bar- 
badoes prefixed to his History, printed in 1673, there 
were not -4- part as many plantations as there are now.“ 

d. Voi. 2. 437. 

e. In 1650 the Island had been settled but about 26 years, and 
from some records it appears that in 1638 there were but 766 
persons who possessed ten or more acres of land. It was not sooner than 
1650 tliat they knew how to make Sugar “ and which turning to very 
good accourt induced persons to come hither to make their fortunes, ’ 

Ligon p. 85. White Sugar then selling for £10. p. ct. And we may 
well suppose that when Sr, Geo. Ayscue came hither Ld. Willough¬ 

by raised the whole force of the Island to oppose him. 

f. In the first Grants of land here the grantoes were to have a servant for 
every ten acres, but by some of the Acts it appears that this was not 
complied with as they could not procure them. 

g. See Brit Emp. Ama. Vol. 2. p. 9. 10. 

Mr, Ligon says—In 1647 an estate sold here containing 500 acres of 
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And he says Bridgetown then consisted but of 100 
houses and as the labour in a plantation was not 
then so great or various as it is now, fewer hands were 
required to cultivate it, and as the servants in those 
times worked in the field and did many other things 
now performed by the Blacks, a less number of the lat¬ 
ter was needed, and it cannot be thought that the 
planters purchase more Negroes than were wanted to 
manure their estates. 

which 200 w ere planted in Canes and upon that there were but 90 

negroes, 3 Indians and 28 serv'ants which he accounted a sufficient 

Stock. Hist. Barb. p. 22, 115. Such an estate now although not 
more than 130 acres would be planted with Canes requires at least 
300 Negroes, but 6 White servants will be sufficient to take care o^ 
it. See Brit. ,Emp. Ama. Edtn, 2, 2d. Vol. p. 11. 
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An account of the Importations into Barbadoes ^ 
ann : in a medium of eight yeais, viz from 1740 to 
1748 taken from the Manifests delivered at the Custom 
House. But note the Masters and Mariners have gen¬ 
erally small adventures which are not usually in the 

Manifests. 

I 

•t 

9682 11s. Beef 
5016 „ Pork 
2272 Macrel Herrings, ckc. 

17665 tt)s. Flour 
7656 Biscuits 

2138 hlids. Saltfish 
6366 Firkins butter 

138 „ lard 
140 ,, tongues 

1532 Casks of Bice 
255 „ Bacon 

398 ,, Tobacco 
257 „ Tallow 
605 ,, Oats & Beans 

4610 boxes of Candles 

95600 bushels of Corn 
4625 „ Peas 
7500 ,, 8alt 

965 boxes of Soap 

710 horses 
55 asses 

232 cattle 
2665 Negroes 

358 Pipes of Wine consumed 
here 

65 tunns Beer, Cider &c. 

About 

310 H. Bricks 

52 Pan teles 
7765 boards and shin¬ 

gles, staves, hoops 
and headings. 

401 bbls. Pitch, tar, 
turpt. and oil 

1112 sides of leather 
'101600 lbs of Cacao 

55 tunns cordage 
35 „ iron 

. 268 chldns. coals 
412 Sheets and Pigs 

of lead 

1686 Casks, 973 chests 

and cases, 18 vats, 
332 trunks, 665 box¬ 
es, 226 Bales, and 
trusses of dry goods 

a n d plantation 
Stores. 

Besides sugar pots drips pipes, 
cut tobacco, paint, oil, grind¬ 
stones, paving stones, cheese, 
fruit, pickles, gunpowder, vine¬ 
gar, Iron pots, oatmeal and some 
other small articles. 

Note. Part of the above provisions are re-exported, 
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T1 le Trade of this Island may employ 380 vessels 
of 130 tons each, one with another, exclusive of sloops 
&c., and small vessels now about 20 owned here which 
are employed in trading to and from the Leeward Char- 
ril)ee Islands and the Dutch Settlements and on the 
continent of South America. 

The value of the Imports from Great Britain in 
Certificate goods British Produce and manufactures may 
be about .€85,000 Stg. The goods sent hither from 
thence are most sorts of woollen, linen, silk, iron, brass, 
copper, and leather manufactures, laces for linnen, hats, 
wigs, stockings, china, earthen and glassware, pictures, 
clocks, watches, jewells, wrought plate, gold and silver 
lace, medicine, oats, pease, beans, bacon, cheese, gun¬ 
powder, starch, oatmeal, bricks, tiles, lead, paint, oil, 
coals, cordage, sugar pots, and drips, hoops, pewter, 
soap, candles, snuff, pipes, cut tobacco, refined sugar, 
cards, beer, ale, cider, perry, spice, fruit, tea, pickles, 
guns, swords, pistols, walking canes, horses, grindstones, 
])aving stones, books, toys, stationery, cutlery, Birming¬ 
ham and Haberdashery wares, all sorts of household 

g’oods, chariots, chaises &c. 

The value of the whole Imports may amount to 

between 3 and .€400,000 currency. 
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A conjecture on the consumption of Rum and Sugar 
in this Island, exclusive of the refined Sugar from Great 
Britain. 

I compute thereabout 100,000 inhabitants, Whites 
and Blacks. 

If 30,000 use half a pint of Rum each in one day 
that is 1875 gallons, which is near 6337 hhds. of 108 
gallons in the year. 

Drank by transient persons and seamen suppose 500 

hhds. This makes the quantity of Rum annually con¬ 
sumed here about 6837 hhds. of the above gauge, and if 
70,000 persons use 2ozs. of sugar each in a day that is 

about 2129 hhds. of 1500lbs. consumed here within the 
year. 

The above will be thought a moderate computation 
if it is considered that most of the negroe women and 
many of their children drink rum. That seamen con¬ 
sume a large quantity and that punch is the common 
liquor of the Island. That children and negroes are 
great lovers of* sugar, and large quantities are used in 
cookery and by the confectioners as also in the making 
of cordials and several kinds of small liquors and in 
medicine. 

From these accounts of the Imports and Exports 
we may judge of what value this and the other English 
Sugar Colonies are to Great Britain, not ' only by sup¬ 
plying it with sugar &c. which prevents large sums of 
money from being carried out of the Kingdom to pur¬ 
chase these commodities from foreign countries, but also 
by employing and supporting a very great number of 

seamen artificers and manufacturers who are concerned 

in the several branches of trade dependent on the sugar 
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islands^ which take off from Great Britain large quanti¬ 
ties of woollen, linnen, iron, copper, lead and other manu¬ 
factures not only directly but by way of Madeira, Africa 
and the Northern Colonies in exchange for wine, 
negroes, fish, lumber and other goods for the use of 
those islands. 

Add to this the large amount of the King’s Cus¬ 
toms arising from the produce of the sugar Colonies. 

Customs on sugar &c. imported into Great Britain 
from the English Colonies and tOe duty paid in Barbados 
on exportation. 

By the Act of 12 Car. 2 18d hundred was laid as a 
duty on sugar being part of the old subsidy. 

,, 9 & 10 Win. 3, 18d per hundred was laid as an ad¬ 
ditional duty part of the new subsidy. 

,, 2 & 3 Ann, 6d per hundred was laid as additional 
duty part of the ^ subsidy 

,,21 Geo. 2. 18d per hundred was laid as additional 
duty part of a subsidy of pounds. 

And makes in all 5/- ^ 112lhs. saving 5 ct. on prompt 
payment.^ 

Bum pays a Custom of about 5d and an Excise of 

3/8 ^ gallon. 

Ginger pays a Custom of about 8/7 | i i 
Aloes „ „ „ 44/(;j-perilLibs. 

t Sir Josiah Child in his treatise on trade says “ we may reekon that 

for provisions, clothes and household goods, seamen and all others 
employed for building and fitting of ships, every Englishman in 
Barbados and Jamaica creates employment for four men at Home.” 

a. Custom paid in England for sugar in a medium of 10 years, vizt: 
from 17*20-1730 amount.d to £1*27,413. 8. 9 per ann : and which has 
been greatly increased since the additional duty laid by the Stat ; 

of 21 Geo: *2d. 



15 

Cotton pays no Custom on Importation. 

Spirits extracted from Molasses of the produce of 
the English Sugar Plantations that pays about 4/l0 per 
hundred on Importations before the molasses is separated 
from the sugar by the Pc-finer, pays an Excise of 2/- per 
gallon which is equal to 20/- per hundred on molasses as 
one hundred weight of molasses will yield 10 gallons of 
spirits fit for use.'" This is mentioned as it is in effect a 
duty on Eritish sugar.'' 

Besides the above Customs on sugar (See a duty of 

V cent in specie is paid here on exportation which 
is laid on all dead commodities of the growth of this 
island shipped therefrom by an Act passed here in the 
year 1663.'' 

There is another duty called the Enumerated duty 

which is laid on certain commodities carried from one 

b. Present State of the British and French Trade to Africa Ama . 1745, 
p. 22, Ashley on American Trade 2 pt : p. 87. 

c. This is a large duty on the Importation of British Sugar as the Refin¬ 
er must have a regard to this dutv upon his first purchase of the 
Sugar witli which the molasses is incorporated, and will give a lower 
price accordingly. Observation upon Trade and Taxes. 1751 p, 23. 

d. The annual proportion of the 4| ^ ct. duty arising from Barbados 

paid into the Exchr, after paying about £2500 for officers salaries and 
incidental charges in the Island is computed at 6 to £8000 from which 
is paid £2000 for the Governor and £150 to the Auditor General. This 

duty of 4i ct. is also paid at St. Christopher’s Antigua, Nevis 
and Montse^Tat. In 1084 the Assembly of this Island proposed to 
farm with the 4| ct. duty for Eleven years more or less and to pay 
£0000 Stg. annum into the Exchequer to be raised by a tax on 

land and on the traders in the towns. An act passed for this purpose 
and was sent home, but the Lords of the Committee for Trade Szc. 

reported, that the Commissioners of the Customs with whom they had 

advised said they could make no estimate of the duty till they liad 
experienced the produce thereof under the then management for one 

year at least and that the Commissioners appointed for managing 
the sd. duty in Barbados had assured them it would be worth from 8 

to £10,000 that year. ” So the Bill was rejected. 
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English plantation to another by the Stat. of 25 Car. 

2. c. 7. and paid in the plantation from whence shipped.® 

This duty is 

18d 112lbs on Musco. sugar' 
5 - ,, Clayed sugar 
12d ,, Ginger 
-Id per lb Cotton 

7 

XoTE. The other commodi¬ 
ties enumerated in the said Act 

-are cacao, nuts, tobacco, indi¬ 
go, logwood Ac. and otlier dy¬ 
ing woods. 

Xhe Cert3.in Annua.1 Expenses of 
the Government a.s they ha.ve 

stood for Severa.1 'Venrs. 

The Governor’s Salary 
The Treasurer’s salary £500. The Comptroller ) 

of the Excise d£80 J 
The Subordinate Officers of the Excise 
The Clerk of the Assembly £200. The Marshall 

of the Assembly £60. j 
The Clerks of the Committee of Public Accounts i 

£40 and the Marshal of do. £30 / 
The Clerk of the Committee of Correspondence 1 

with the Agent in Great Britain J 
The Agent’s salary £200 Stlg.'^ with the Ex-) 

change (at a medium) 35 per ct / 
The Attorney General for carrying on prose-) 

cutions at the Grand Sessions and for | 
other Public Services for which he is not 
otherwise paid. ^ 

The Clerk to the Boards of Commissioners of \ 
the fortifications / 

The Armourer at Pilgrim £100. The Gardener) 
at Pilgrim £80. / 

The Storekeeper at the Magazine £120. Tlie) 
Cooper at the Magazine I 

Tlie Armourer of the Leeward Fortifications 

£3,000 

580 

133 6 8 

260 

70 

30 

270 

103 

100 

180 

170 

50 

e. About £1000 p. ann : is paid in Barbados for this Enumerated duty, 

a. In 1747 and other years the Agent’s salary was £300 Stlg. per ann. 
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For a liourse to keep the Stores and a person tol 
take care of them at Leeward. / 

Tlie Public Gaugers £20. P^'or keeping clean tliel 
Town Hall £12. f 

The Gunners and the Matrosses, vizt. 5 chief] 
and 11 under gunners and 58 Mats. 

The Chief Gunner of St. Michael’s Division £100 ^ 
other Chief Gunners £10 each, all under 
Gunners £3(>, Matrosses £25 in the whole, 

A Captain £40 and six Matrosses £25 each fori 
the train of artillery. j 

A Captain £15 and 12 men £25 each for thel 
JMagazine Guard j 

The Clerk of the market his two deputies 

00 

32 

2130 

100 

315 

30 

£7,760 6 8 

Itt time of ‘Wa.t** 

624 

225^ 

250 

Five supervisors of the Works at the fortihca-l 
tions are appointed who receive ' j 

Six under gunners and 83 Matrosses are addedl 
to the above number if the Commander-1 
in-Chief judges it necessary, whose salar¬ 
ies amount to 

And an Engineer is usually appointed at a) 
sjilarv: of / 

Tlie Contiiigeiit expenses in time of peaee are from 
£l()()() to £1500 per annum. 

Tlie Conti-ngent cx})enses in the j'ear 1746 amount¬ 
ed to about £5,006 10. \ izt. 

For repair of tlie fortifications £1617 for iiegroes 
exeeuted £625. 

Privateers and ad\ iee Boats £1520. The xVgents 
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Disbursements.'' £45. Supporting prisoners of war £874 

entertaining the Assembly £12 10. 

Disbursements of the Treasurer. Storekeeper, 

Magazine Cooper, entertaining the Committee of Pub¬ 
lic Accounts and repair of the Town Hall, about ^1000. 

For Defra.yiiig: the Expenses of 
the Gov’ertiment. 

There is an Excise on all strong liquors imported 
wliich are not of the growth, produce or manufacture of 
huirope and a duty on negroes imported both which 
raise from £2,000 to £2,500 per ann. 

This Excise is for every pipe of wine £4. 10 minn. 
£2. 15 per tunn. 

Beer, ale, cider and perry 25/- per tunn, deducting 
10 per ct. for leakage. 

Every gallon of Arrack or other distilled liquors 
20d. 

Every dozen quart bottles of wine 2/- of Mum 21d. 
of beer, ale, cider and periy 15d. and in proportion for 
pint bottles, defalting 20 per ct. for leakage and break¬ 
age on board. But liquors taken as prize in time of war 
and such as are for tlie use of the Commander-in-Chief 
are free of this Excise. Idie dut}" on Negroes imported 
is 5:s. per head. 

a. 111 1747 the Agent was paid (besides ihe sd. salary) £300 Eng. money 

for his extraordinary trouble and the expenses he had been at for the 
service of this Island since the year 1744. 
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As the abovementioned Excise and duty do not 
raise sufficient to discharge the public expenses, tliere is 
an annual levy or tax of 15d per head on sla^ es owned 
here, 20s. on every windmill and pot kiln and 10s. on 
every cattle mill and certain sums as are thought equit¬ 
able are laid on the towns, namely on the owners of 
houses, traders and persons keeping offices or exercising 
any gainful profession therein to be apportioned b}^ the 
respective A^estrys of those parishes in which the towns 
lie. When the said Excise duty and levy falls short of 
said expenses there is an additional tax on Negroes c^c., 
which is usually half of the above to .supply the de- 
hcienc}^ 

During the last war the additional tax was from 
7Jd to 2/() per head for negroes as it was found neces¬ 
sary and a proportional sum on windmills kc. and on 
the towns and from the year 1744 to 1748 inclusive a 
tax was laid on coaches, chariots, hearses, and sedans. 
In 1745 and the following year every person who kept 
a huckster shop was assessed £5. In 1747 and 1748 a 
rate was set on all lime kilns that burned upwards of 
200 barrels of lime for sale within a year. In the former 
vear it was £5 and in the last £0 5. and in the year 
1747 every person keeping a Hilliard 'Fable or other 
gaming table was to pa}^ to tiie Treasurer £50.’' 

There was ])aid into the Treasury for Excise, Ne- 

groe dut\' and levies from 

IX. The Tax on Coaches and such like Four wheel carriages was from 10s. 
to £3 2. 6. and proportionately on the others, but this Tax with the 
assessments on the Hucksters and the rate set on the lime kilns and 
persons keeping gaming tables raised but about £500 at the highest 

Taxation. 
\ . . 
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£100,010 Deer, 1741 to Deer. 1747 inclusive. 

19. 4. 

The Public expenses vvitliin that time were 101,416 

10. 4. 

'I'he repair of fortifications from (ith August 1740 
to 12tli Deer. 1748 amounted to £10,440 1. 4. besides 
tlie work of labourers.” Every person possessed of 10 

or more acres of land is obliged to send one able negi-o 
to work in the fortifications 2 days for every ten acres 
as often as thereunto required by the Commissioners.” 
I'hose who have no land but have a house or houses in 
any of the towns of the yearlj' value of £l0 and iq)- 
wards arc to send one able Negro as aforesaid for e\ ery 
£10 sucli house or houses is or are rented for,'* and who- 
e\ er is possessed of 5 working slaves except such who 
send for tlieir land or house is to send two able negroes 
to work as before mentioned and so proportionately for 
everv five such slaves which the person shall be possess¬ 
ed ol“. The said labourers to be pror ided with pickaxes, 

crows, sledges &c. fry the owner. 

Another branch of the Revenue here is an impost 

of powder on tunnage. Vessels unloading here pay one 

pound of powder per tuim, according to their admeas¬ 
urement, but the itdiabitants who are owners of vessels 

are exempted therefrom. 

b Seo tho Salaries of Gunners and Mitrosses when the extraordinary 
number is added in time of war, which were then paid, besides the sum 

here mentioned for repairs. 

ind the work of labourers is a Tax of about 15d, each negroe per da}. 

d. 
Negroes of ten years old and upwards are accounted working slaves. 
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'riie Vesti^^s aiiiuially lay such a 'tax on the lands 
in their respective parishes as they judge necessary for 
defraying the expenses thereof within the year,^ tliat is, 
for payment of salaries to the ministers and otiicr church 
and parish officers, supporting tlie poor,^ repairs of the 
church, parsonage etc. In the towns the owners of 
houses, traders and other inhabitants are also assessed 
in proportion to the landed men. The A^estrys of those 
parishes in which the towns lie are farther impowered 
annually to set a rate or tax on all non-residents who 
shall trade in those parishes within the year, not exceed¬ 
ing two ct. on the amount of what they sliall trade 
for towards defraying the expenses of sucli parishes/ 

The ^"estrys also lay an annual tax for the repair 

of the highways within their several parislies. They 
are impowered to assess owners otland one labourer or 
more if found necessary for every ten acres they possess 
to work on the roads two days. And to rate the owners 
of ne^n’oes who have not ten acres of land, and those 
who have a personal estate, as they sliall find recpiisite, 
upon a report of the condition of the liigliways and an 

estimate of the charge of repairing them given in by 

Surveyors of the Highways. 

And in the towns the owners of houses, traders and 

a. This Tax is in some of the parishes 2/6 and seldom less than lod. 

aero in money. 
h The supi)ort of the poor in St. Michaels parish is about £1400 ; stipends 

to the Ministers &c. and other expenses between 8 and £900|? ann : 

c This Tax in St. Michaels parish raises about £900 yearly. Bridge¬ 
town being the chief seat of Trade, very little, if any thing, is raised 

therefrom in the other parishes in which the Towns are. 
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other inhabitants are yearly taxed for the amendment 
and keeping clean the streets etc. therein.'^ 

The inland parishes pay to those adjoining to the 
Sea certain sums directed by law annually towards de¬ 
fraying the charge of repairing those roads through 

which the inhabitants of such remote parishes pass with 
their carriages. 

The state of the Militia from tlie muster Rolls in 
1747 and the probable number of white men fit to bear 
arms in tliis island. 

egroes sent 
Men on alarmes. 

In the Troop of Horse Guards 98 98 
The three Regiments of Horse ... 188() 1208 
The Royal Regiment of Foot ... 941 220 
The Windward Regmt. do. ... 541 360 
The Leeward do. do. . -. 49fi 198 
The Hole do. do. ... 451 228 
The Scotland do. do. ... 433 153 
The Flying do. do. ... 489 364 

Number of officers included 4832 Negroes » 2829 
Gunners & Matrosses 97 

Total 4929 

Oil alarms eacli man is obliged to earrv a Negro 
man. 

The members of His Majesty’s Council and of the 
Assembly, and Chief Judges and their Assistants, those 

(1. This Tax for amending the Streets See: in Bridgetown amounts to 
about £400 tj? ann. 

a. By the Militia Act every man who keeps a horse is to serve in some 
Troop, and to carry with him on alarms one able Negroe man, and the 

possjssors of land are to send one such Negroe for every 40 acres each 
to be armed with a bill and lance. 
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wlio huve been members of the Council or Chief Judges 
all who have served as Field officers but are out of 
Commission, Justices of the J^eace, the Clergy, Officers 
of the King’s Customs and Chief Overseers of planta¬ 
tions are exempted on alarms,^’ and thei'efore are not 
included in the above number. The persons so excused 
may be about GoO which added to the above number 
would make 557G. But those are not to be reckoned as 
effective men because the Colonels do not, at least in 
general, enlist the men by name, but the number is set 
down in the .Muster Rolls, which the possessors of land 
are by the law injoined to send to the .respective Regi¬ 
ments. 

And the Drummers and Trumpeters (about 100 
and all of them Negroes) are included and set down as 
so many YNHiite men. 

The additional Gunners and Matrosses in time of 
W^ar are taken from the Militia.^" 

So that upon the whole it is not probable that there 
are more than from 5,000 to 5,500 white men fit to bear 
arms in this island. 

The following example will show that it is a falla¬ 
cious method of estimating the Militia of Barbados from 
the Muster rolls. 

Mii.iTiA Act. Every possessor of more than 20 
acres of land is to send for every 20 acres one white man 
to serve in the Foot. 

It, 'I’he MemltLi-.s ot the Council are on alarms to attend (he jterson of tlie 
Oaptain (Jeneral, 

c. The uthor of the Brit. Emp. in Ama. sa3’s—In 1741, the Vilitia of 
thi.s Island con.sisted of about 3,500 foot and 1200 horse, vol. 2. p. 
120. 2nd. Edit. 
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Every two tenants on his plantation are deeinerl 
equal to and taken as 8 men in the Foot or Horse. 

Every possessor of 100 acres of land is to send one 

horse and man, for 160 acres two, and one for every 100 
acres he has moi’e, and for each horseman he shall be; 
excused two foot soldiers as he shall also be, who, though 
he has not 100 acres of land, yet keeps a horse and 
serves in the troop, if any foot soldiers are required oi‘ 

him. 
K. (t. a possessor of 860 acres of land should send 

18 men to the foot and 4 to the troop, but he is excused 
8 foot for the 4 horsemen. This reduces the nund-)er to 
10 foot soldiers. Now if he has 6 tenants and a negro 
drummer they are to be taken as 10 men. And two 
liorsemen who are the tenants and a Trumpeter are 
equal to four men in the Troop. Thus a possessor of 
that quantity of land is set down in the Miister Kolls 1 4 
men, whereas he sends but 8 white men and two slaves.' 

That the number of the negroes in the Rolls is so 
much less than the whites is because the possessors of 
land are to send as has been mentioned one white man 
for every 20, and but one negro for every 40 acres ; and 
many serve in the foot who are not engaged to carry 
iie^^'roes with them, namely those have under 40 acres ot 
land who serve in their own persons and those who, not 
serving for some plantation are enlisted and appear for 
themselves. Hut in case of invasion 10 to 12,000 able 

negroes may be raised foi* the defence ol tliis island. 

t A (Irununer or 'rrutopeter is somelimes taken as two men. 

\ote. From the general ohsei vation it is conjectured that the numhei of 

females (whites) is one-fifth at least more than Males, 
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* 

Of the Governmetit of this Islsttid. 
Xhe Courts of Judieu^ture, 

Public Officers &c« 

The Goveriiiiieiit of Barbados is like that of tlie 
otlier English Colonies by a Governor, Council and Ah- 
senibly. 

The first is constituted bv Letters Patent from the 
t/ 

King* and has his instructions under the Boyal Signet 
and Sign Manual. He is also Chancelloi* and Ordinary 
and he has a Coujinission of Vice Admiral from the 
Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral. He has the full power of appointing and dis¬ 
placing Military Officers, but Judges and Justices of the 
Peace although removable by him for sufficient reasons 
are to be appointed with consent of the Council. He 
has a Negative in the passing of laws whicli are to be 
laid before him aftei* having l:)een passed by the Council 
and Assembly,"' and he may dissolve Assemblies. He has 
a power to pardon all crimes, except treason and murder 
and even in tliose cases to grant reprieve's until the 
King’s pleasure shall be known and he may remit all 
fines and forfeitures that do not exceed 

As he is Ordinary he takes the probate of Wills 
and he is empowered to grant Administration of Estates 
of persons dying intestate as when the Executors named 
in a Will refuse the trust, to whom he pleases, which has 
been a profitable branch of the prerogative in some ill 
Governors. 

a. Tlie Clerks of the Council and Assembly sign all bills signif^'ing the 
Assent of those two bodies, and the Conimander in Chief also si<J-ns 
them when they have received his approbation. 

b. This power was first granted to Sir Rd. Dutton Governor in 1(580 but 
he was not limited to a sum. 



He is allowed a yearly salary of ^2,000 Sterling 
money payable out of the 4|- ^ cent duty.® But lie is 
entitled to no other perquisites than one-third of seizures 
pursuant to the Acts of Trade, and a small fee on swear¬ 
ing the Custom House officers to their quarterly ac¬ 
counts.'^ But he is allowed to receive any sum or sums 
in addition to his salary as the Assembly shall thiuh fit 
to grant, provided such sums be settled on him during 
the whole time of his government and that it be done by 
the first Assembly he meets after his arrival here.® 

He is stiled Captain General and Governor-in-Chief 
in and over the Islands of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, St. Vin¬ 
cent, Dominica, Tobago, and the rest of the Islands, 
Colonies and Plantations in America commonly called or 
known by the name of the Charibee Islands lying and 
being to Windward of Guardeloupe, Chancellor, Ordinary 
and Vice Admiral of the same. 

The Council are 12 in number—they are appointed 
by Letters of Mandamus from the King and are named 
in the Governor’s Commission and Instructions.^ 

Their business is to advise and assist the Governor 
in all matters relating to the Government and to be a 
check upon him if he exceeds the commands of his Com¬ 
mission. In passing the Laws they make the Upper 
H ouse and have an intire Negative Voice. Every 

c. This Salary was first given to Sir Bevil CJranville, 1703 ; the first 
salary allowed was £1200 granted to Govr. Gray in 1098. 

d. This is usually 20 pistoles aim : 

e. The first instruction to accejit of a settlement was granted to Govr. 
AVorsley 1722, 

f. The Council was first nominateii hy the King—their names inserted in 
the Governor’s Commission and Instructions in 1074 when he honoured 

them with the title of his Conned—before that time they were a[)pointe I 
by the Governors from among the Principal inhabitant?. 
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Councillor sits in the Court of Chancery with the 

Covernor and is stiled Honouralde hy virtue r)f In's place. 

When a vacancy ill the Council happens, the Gov¬ 
ernor is to notify it to His Majesty. No Councillor 
is to he suspended without sufficient reasons, and by 
consent of the Council, unless upon an extraordinary 
0(‘casion not proper to be communicated to the Counoii, 

but the reasons for such suspension are immediately to 
be transmitted to the Kino’.''^ 

If there should be less than 7 Councillors residint^ 
here the Governor may choose out of the pi'incipal in¬ 
habitants as many persons as will make up the number 7 
and no more.^’ 

If others are not nominated by the King' the Gov¬ 
ernor’s appointment is confirmed. 

On the death or absence of the Governor if there is 
no ]jieut. Governor on the spot commissioned l)y tlie 
So vereig’u tlie Councillor first named in the Instructions 
resident here is directed by those Instructions to take 
upon him the administration of the Government/’ 

But he is restrained from passing’ any laws but wliat 
are immediately necessary for the peace and welfare of 
the Island, and from dissolving the Assembly then in 
lieing as also from removing or suspending any officer 

a. A power to sivspend was first, given to Sir, Rd. Dutton in IfJ.SO. 
b. Tliis w’as first directed in Sir Kd. Dutton's Commission : in his pre- 

deces.sor’s Commission the no : was 9, 

c. Tliis was also first directed in Oovr. I'Uitton’s Commission in IhSh. lu 
liis predecessor’s Commission 1074 it was directed in case of (ieaih 
only. He haring a power to appoint a Deputy Govr. in his absence. 
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Civil or Military without the advice and consent of at 

least 7 of the Council/ 

The President is allowed one half of tlie English 
salary payable yearly and all the enioluinents of (:to\ - 
eminent allotted to the Governor for the time being, 
unless there he a Governor in Commission in which case 
the President by the Instructions is entitled to a moiety 

only of the perquisites and emoluments during the ab¬ 
sence o[* the Governor who is entitled to the other half. 
The Assembly sometimes makes a settlement during his 
administration or tliey give a sum in gross for the sup¬ 

port of his table, as they think fit. 

He is stiled President of His Majesty’s Council and 
C^ommander-in-C hief m and over the Islands of Parbadoes 

cVe., see the Governor s stile. 

Five members of the (uiuncil with the Commander- 
in-Chief make a quorum to transact all public business.'' 
To constitute a Court of Errors and a Court ot Chancery, 
wliich Courts are held monthly.The Commander-in- 
Chiof sitting in Courts is only prmius inter pareh but 
otherwise Clianccllor and as such makes all interlocutory 
Orders in Equity and grants Writs of Error &c. 

d. These restrictions were first inserted in the Instructions to Gov: 

Worsley in 1722. 

a. It was directed that 5 members and tlie Commander in Chief should be 

a Quorum in IhSO : before 7 was a Quorum. 

b A Court to determine Writs of Error, I’etitions of grievance t and all 
other equitable matters seems to have been instituted on the settlement 
of the Island. In 10(58 Ld. Willoughby appointed 3 .Judges of Equity 

during his pleasure—any twmof them to hear and determine all suits 
according to good conscience &c. and he appointed 3 Masters in Chan¬ 
cery. In lf)73 a Court of Chancery was established by Order of tbe 

Govr. and Council, 



29 

The two IMastei’s in Clianeei y are appointed by the 
Coinmander-in-Chief in Council and sworn in Court. 

Tlie Assembly consists of 22 members, 2 are chosen 
for each pai’ish by the respective fi-eeholders annually 
by vii'tue of Writs issued by the Comniander-in-Chief 
with consent of the Council directed to a member of 
Council or to some sul)stantial freeholder resident in the 
respective parishes ; wliich Wb;its are published in the 
several parish Churches thrice Sundays successively be¬ 
fore the day of election which is always the day after 
the last publication.'^ 

Tlmse to whom the Uh-its are directed return the 
persons chosen to the Coinmander-in-Cliief in Council 
on the day apj)ointed iii the A\h‘its when the persons so 
returned attend, take the State Oatlis and declare and 
suhseribe the teste d'hey then choose a Speaker, 
hut he cannot act as such until he is presented to and 
approved by the Coniinander-in-Chief. The Speaker 
and eleven other members are a (piorum to act and 
j)roeeed as a CGeneral Assembly of this island. Hut 
upon failure of the publication of any Writ no pu])lie 
business of moment may be transacted until a new Writ 
shall issue for such ])arish in which the first failed of 
being publislied, and the persons choseji are returned 
and sworn, nor can a bill be read a third time in tlie 
Assembh" until all controverted elections are determined. 

t In 17*20 the Lords Justices ordered tliat the Council ot Grievances should 
be abolished and that the Govr. and Council should not proceed 
originally in any causes except upon petitions in. 

c. The first regular AsseinbU’ap])ears to have been chosen in 1041 or 42 
and then consisted of 18 members before which time tlje laws and 
ordinances w’erc made by the Govr. and Council consisting sometimes 
of 10 persons, at other times of more, chosen by the Governor, 
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The Assembl}^ make what rules tliey think proper 
to be observed in tlie House and wliieli are binding on 
themselves. Tliey lia^ e j)ower to expel any ot llieir 
members. They may give leave to two of their House 

to be oft the Island six months for recovery of their 
health. Tliey have a right to judge of and determine 
all controverted elections of Assend)h'men. The\' aseer- 
tain all public^ levies, and prescribe the uses whereto the 
the nione}" shall be applied.'^ The Assembly is restrained 
by the King’s instructions from sitting longer than one 
3^ear, and they can only adjourn themselves from day to 
day. All longer adjournments are made bv order or 
with consent of the Commander-in-Chief. 

If any member of the Assembly should die, leave 
the island, be removed or expelled from the Mouse, the 
Commander-in-Chief Avith consent of the Council, with¬ 
in forty days after such death (Ce. upon an address Irom 
the Assembly, is to issue a Avrit for choosing anolhei* 
person to serve in the room ol such member. 

'Idle Assembly annually nominate tlie Public 
Treasurer, Comptroller of the h^.xcise. Storekeeper, the 
Agent for tliis island in (Ireat Britain’' and the (xaugers 
ot casks. They also ajipoint the Clerk and Marshal ot 
the Assembly, but all these officers except the tAvo last, 
are to be approved ot by the Commander-in-C’hiel* and 
Council. 

d. Ill lOyS ail Act passed here to declare and ascertain liglits and ]iow- 
ers of the (;leneial Assenilily of this Island ivliicli was repealed the 
following 3^ear h^' tlie King in the Council. A suit in Chancei v ma^* 
not be instituted but for a sum exceeding £12 10 b}’ an order of Court 
in lOS"). 

a. The first agents were appointed in 1001. They have sometimes ap¬ 
pointed 2 or 3 at the request of and as a compliment to a Governor. 

9 



31 

The Treasurer pays lU) iTioney except the salary of 
the (h)vei*nor, his own, and the officers of the Excise, 
hilt by an order of the Cominander-iii-Clnet. 

The subordinate officers of Excise are appointed by 
the Treasurer. 

hour of the Council and six of the Assembly, or 
any six ot these are hy Law a Committee for settling 
the ])ul)lic accounts of this islandf' They appoint their 
own Clerk apd Marshal. 

d'hree ot the Council and four of the House or anv 
four of these, are by law a Committee to correspond 
witli the Agent in Great Britain on tire public affairs of 
this island.They choose their own clerk. 

Tlie Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer and 
Chief Justice of the Pleas of the CrowiP is appointed by 
Commission under the great Seal of the island from the 
Commander-in-Chief with the consent of the Council. 

Four Barons are named in the Commission with 
him and anv three of tliem make a Court for determin- 
ing all matters that come before them. Suits in this 
Court generally can only be maintained by or against the 
Commander-in-Cliiet, the Judicial and Ministerial of¬ 
ficers of the Court, the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
the Treasurer, the Collectors and Receivers of the 
King’s Customs, the acting ^Tctualler of His Majesty’s 
Ships of War, the Escheator General and Casual Re¬ 
ceiver and the acting deputy or deputies of every such 

b. Established in 170S. 

c. Established in 1714. 

d. The Court of Kxohefjuer was established by an order of the Governor 
and (/ouncil in l<jSO, but it was regulated in 1718, and a court of 
holding pleas ot the Crown except in capital cases was constituted in 
1683, which was confirmed by the King in Council, and ordeied to be 
annexed to the court of Exchequer. 



officer. But any man ma\^ sue if lie appears before the 
("liief Baron, or any two of tlie Puisne Barons, at the 
court held after he has entered his action and swears 
that he is really indebted to the King mentioning in 
what sum, that he did not become so indebted on pur¬ 
pose to be privileged to sue in this court, and that he 
cannot pay His Majesty unless he speedily recovers the 
debt declared for in such action. 

This Court for Common Pleas between His Majes¬ 
ty’s subjects holds one day monthly throughout the 
year, but where tlie King is a party the Barons may 
appoint a day out of the ordinary coui’se for hearing and 
determining the matter. 

llecoveries here are more speedy but attended with 
greater expense than in the C'ourt of Common Pleas. In 
the ordinary course a recovery is made in thirty-six 
days from the time of filing and serving the action. But 
in an action brought on a bond where no appearance is 
entered, judgment is oiitained the first Court after legal 
service of such action.® It is not necessary in the courts 
of Common Pleas that the jurors be freeholders. 

Informations are sometimes brought in the Equity 
side of this court. 

The Chief* Baron does not take the probate of deeds, 
his only perquisites are Seal money and a fee on con¬ 
fessing judgments in this court before hini.^ But as few 
actions are entered here the office of chief Baron is more 
honourable than lucrative. 

For the easier distribution of* justice, tlie island is 

e. All actions are to be sewed on tliG delt ten da^ s at least before the 
court day. 

1, He lias 5/- for the seal of ofhce set to all writs issued therefrom, and he 



divided into fi\'e precincts in each Of wliieli a Court of 
Coinnion Pleas is lield.^ 

Tlie judges are apj)ointed in tlie same manner as the 
Harons of tlie Exeheipier. The first named in the Com¬ 
mission is the Chief Judge, and the others, viz : four in 
each court, are distinguished by the name of assistants. 
iVny three make a court in their rcs])eeti^'e jneeincts. 
All suits in which there are no special pleadings may be 
tried the fourth court after tiie action hath been tegally 
served on the defendant, by a jury of twelve freeholders 
aj)})ointed out of twenty-four summoned by the sheriff, 
called here the marshal, hv a writ of Venire Facias dur- 

*/ 

ing the holding of these courts, but the defendant must 
be served with a copy of tlie plaintiff’s declaration attest¬ 
ed by the clerk and annexed to a summons from the Chief 
Judge ten days at least before the holding of the Court, 
otherwise the plaintiff will lose the benefit of that Court. 

All demands not exceeding £8^' if contested may be 
determined without a jury by any one Justice of the' 
Court for the precinct in which the action is entered 
the first ensuing court after the defendant hath been 
served with it; on these actions if tlie plaintiff cannot 
jirove his demand, the defendant is to be sworn, and if 
lie refuses it then the plaintiff shall be examined on 
oath, and judgment given for what shall appear to be 
due. The form of an action is prescribed by the Act 

rr 
o' 

h. 

lias a lee of 10/- lor proving a warrant, of attorney to nonfoss jinlgnient 
before him, and the same when it is confessed. 

Coiirls of Common Pleas were fixed in the year lOSl bnt the making 
five precincts and regulating the manner of proceedings in those 

courts wxis by an Act passed in 1001, and some subset(uent Acts 
have been occasionally made. 

These arc culled bench actions. 
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and costs may be allowed unless the party is una- 
\ oidably put to the expense of employing an attorney. 
U these demands are not disputed, judgment is entered 
lor the sum declared for in the clerks office eight da}'s 

after the action hatli been served. 

Persons must he sued in the precincts where they 
live, hut if several li>'ing in divers precincts are to he 
sued for one cause of action, the Commander-in-Cliief 
by his warrant may appoint in what court they shall 
answer, and a chief judge living in a precinct where he 
is judge may be sued eitlier in his own or the next pre- 
einct at the election of the Pit. 

Execution may he issued on all suits in the Courts 
«/ 

of I^aw 14 days after judgment hath been obtained and 
the JNIarshal must give notice ten days by setting up 
notes*" in some public house of the Town before goods 
attached at Common Law can be sold. Market days 

for the sale of eflects attached by virtue of Executions 
from the Courts of Common Pleas are every day be¬ 
tween tlie lirst day of January and the last day of Sep¬ 
tember, Saturdays excepted. 

But for labourers hire and servant’s wages within the 
cognizance of a Justice of the Peace, and for parochial 
dues every day in every week throughout the year is a 
market day. So also on Recoveries in the court of 
Exche(]uer and on £8 actions before mentioned. And if 
any person shows false effects to the officer he forfeits 
£200 to the party aggiieved, recoverable before tv/o 
Justices of the Peace. 

a. Ill the nolcts theeflecis to be sold, the time and place of .sale from 
whom and for what the attacliment was made must be particulurl v 
mentioned. 
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Tlio first of tliese courts is lield at Oistiiis tlic last 

Monday and Tuesday in January tlie second at Bridge¬ 
town the four following days and the third at the Hole 

0 V 

on the Monday and Tuesday next. ensuing : The 4th at 
Speightstown on the two following days and the 5th in 
the parish of St. Andrew the two next days. They 
continue their respective sittings from tour weeks to tour 
weeks until the 2r)th Sept, yearly and then adjourn to 
the last Monday in January. 

If lands or houses are seized in satisfaction of an 
Execution there must be an appraisement thereof by 
freeholdei’S on Oath.^ And if the defenda^it does not with¬ 
in 20 days redeem by paying the Debt with Damages and 
(J)sts^ the Officer is to give a Bill of sale to the Plain- 
titt'tbr the said Real Estate so appraised (which is run 
otf by a surveyor) or so much of it as will satisfy the 
Debt and charges. This Bill of sale is put on record and 
allowed to be a good title against the Debtor and all 
claiming under him, but on an Execution for the duty of 
Excise, parochial dues, servants or labourers wages, 
if the debtor refuses to show chattels or the officer can¬ 
not meet with any, it maybe levied on real estate which 
shall be outcried as chattels are. 

The Agents and Factors of Merchants abroad may 
in the several Courts of Law here prove the Debts con- 
i.ra(‘ted on account of theii* employers l)y theii- own oath, 

heijig pi-eviously sworn, that they have no profit or loss 

It, Chattels and personal Estate of ever}' kind seized by virtue and in 
satisfaction of Decrees from the Court of Chancery are cotiformahle 
to the purport of the writ issuing oii the decree appraised in the same 
manner as real Estate is on Execution at C.'ommon Ijaw. 

c The Deft, is allowed 20 daj^s for the redemption of nej^roes also sold 
at outcry. 

\ 



in tlio success of the action, excepting tlieir commission. 
No one possessed of ten acres of land can be arrested (as 
all others may for any debt whatever of or above £G 5s.) 

but are to be sued in the ordinary way. 

The cliief judges of the Courts of Common Pleas 
take the pr(d)ate of deeds, and the lees therooji are their 
greatest perquisites.^^ They have also seal money which 
though not so high as in the Exchequer, yet from the 

great number of actions entered in the several precincts 
amounts in the whole to more than the Chief Paron 

receives. 
The judges and assistants of tlie Courts of Common 

Pleas, or any three of them, are liy Taw empowered to 
hold Com ts of Appeal in tlie respective precincts," and 
upon recoveries in the Courts of Common Pleas on penal 
bonds, bonds for the performance of contracts and the 
like and upon mortgages, the defendant may appeal to 
the Equity of the court, and the court sliall determine 

the same ac^cording to equity. This court may he held 
])etween the sittings of the Court of Common Pleas, or 

on any of the days on which the said court for the pre¬ 
cinct shall sit before the adjournment of the Court of 

Common Pleas. 

From the inferior courts there lies an appeal in all 

cases of or above the value of ^;300 sterling to the Com- 

a. Deeds may be acknowledged before the (Governor. The fee is 20/- for 
each deed and where roreW j'^ins in a conveyance slie is to be 
privately examined and the judge in that case usually receives 

Ij. The}’ have also 10/- for every judgment confessed before them by 
warrant of attoine}’ and os. it confessed l)y the party in person and os, 
for every power of attorney proved before them, 

g, Established in IGOl, 
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niandor-ln-Cliief and Council, as a Court of Ei’rors, and 
from tliem, for or a])ove €500 to tlie Kinjo’-in-Council. 

Justices of the Peace are appointed l)y the Gov¬ 
ernor"^ ill Council by commission under the seal of the 
island, one of them is named by the Comniandei;;-in- 
Cliiol with consent of the Council to preside as Chief 
Justice at the Court of Grand Sessions, of Over and ' 
Terminer, jO’eneral .lO'aol delivery, and general sessions of 
the peace, wliicli court is lield tlie second Tuesday in 
Jun(‘ and December yearly and may and generally does 
sit four days. All acting justices are membei-s of this 
court, but it may be held by the CJiief ffustiee and any 

othei* four of them. 

Writs are issued by the Commander-in-Chief direct- 
c‘d to a Councillor or some justice of the peace residing 
in the respective parishes requiring him to appoint six 
freeliolders in that parish to serve as jurors for present¬ 
ing and trying’ all criminal offenders who are prosecuted 
by the King’s Attorney General, and by an A(‘t passed 
here in the year 1708, the proceedings are directed to be 
according to the statute of that part of Great Britain 
heretofore called the Kingdom of England, and the laws 

of this island. 

There ai’e also quarter sessions held by the justices 

residing in the several parishes. Ther'c they a])point 
constalJes who are to serve one yeai- and take cognizance 

d. The President of the Council does not issue a commission of the peace 
hut when there is a necessity he with advice and consent of the 
Council, makes an association of justices. 

X_£100 is paid out of His Majesty’s Casual Revenue for the enter¬ 
tainment of the court and jurors at each Grand Sessions. 
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of small offences, but as no jurors are summoned to at¬ 
tend this court the justices do not there set fines, if they 
see cause they hind the offenders to appear at the then 
ensuing Court of Grand Sessions, there to be in¬ 
dicted and punished. Indeed the authority of this court 
seems to l>e devolved on that of the Grand Sessions and 

Any two justices out of sessions may license in the 
towns or near shipping hays to sell and retail strong 
liquor of the produce of this island. But licenses to sell 
wine, beer, ko, in taverns are graiited by the C'ommand- 
er-in-Chief. 

Servants, labourers, artificers, persf>ns keeping 
schools for teaching children, butchers, and others men¬ 
tioned in several Acts may recover their wages or de¬ 
mands not exceeding £25 before a justice of the peace, 
who is to determine the matter with all convenient speed 
and to issue execution for the sum proved to be due, 
directed to a constable, who is to attach and sell in the 
same manner as the marshal of the Courts of Common 
Pleas is directed to proceed on executions. 

Tlie judge of the Court of Vice-Admiralty is now 
a patent officer. He had formerly a Commission from 
the Lords of the Admiraltv. and on a va(‘ancv he v as 
appointed by and had a commission fVoni the C-om- 
mander-in-Chiet under the seal otthe island. 

The ad voeate for His Majesty and the Commission¬ 
ers for executing the otiice of Lord High xVdmiral in 
tlie \"iee Admiraltv Court here, is such by ])atent. 

The Registrar ot the said court is appointed by the 
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Board of Admiralty. The present Registrar is a patent 
officer, and executes the office by a deputy.*" 

* 

The present Attorney (Tcneral is such by letters 
patent from the Crown.^ 

The Solicitor General is usually appointed by the 
C'ommander-in-Chief, but there is seldom any appoint¬ 
ment made as it is only honorary. 

d'he Escheator General is also appointed by the 
C'ommander-in-Chief. There is always such an of¬ 
ficer, though a Court of Esclieats hath not been held for 
many years. 

Two justices and three freeholders are constituted a 

court for the trial of slaves charged with capital crimes, 
and if convicted the said justices ai e by their warrant 
to cause them to be forthwith executed. But the owner 
of the slave may appeal after condemnation to the 
Commander-in-Chief and Council in which case the 
execution is to be respited until they shall hear and 
determine the matter. And they are not confined only 
to conhrm or reverse the judgment of the justices and 
freeholders, but may give such other judgment as they 
shall think proper according to the circumstances of the 
case. When the justices and freeholders find that the 
crime charged is not of an heinous nature, nor the 
criminal an old offender, they may use tlieir best en¬ 
deavours to compromise tlie matter between the prose¬ 
cutor and the owner of sucli slave. If tliey cannot ac¬ 
cord, the justices are to certify the evidence and })ro- 

e. Tlie patents of these three officers are nncler the Great Seal of the 
High Court of Admiralty of England. 

f. The Attorney (Jenejul receives 3 per ct. on all monies paid into the 
office of the Casual Receiver. 
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ceedings with tlieir opinions concerning such slave to the 
Coinniander-in-Chief and Council, who are to do as thev 
shall think just. £25 is i)aid out of tlie public treasury 
for every slave executed ^ Tlie prosecutor is first to he 
satisfied for his damages, and the overplus, if any, paid 
to the owner of the slave, unless it shall appear to the 
justice and freeholders tliat the said owners had not 
provided reasonably for the said shn e so tlait necessity 
may have compelled him to commit the offence, in 
which case the owner is to receive nothing, hut the 
overplus is to remain in the Treasury for tlie public use. 

Slaves for mutiny, insurrection, or rebellion are to 
he tried by a Colonel and other field officers to he ap¬ 
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief according to 
Martial Law. 

A Court JMartial consists of Generaf^ and Field of¬ 
ficers and tlie Judge Ad\ ocate. 

Hut this court hath no jurisdiction but when the 
articles of war by which it is constituted, are in 1‘ull 
force, and that is only when an enemy suflicient to 
cause an alarm to the whole island is in sight.‘ 

A court for the trial of pirates is constituted, and 
judges are appointed by the King’s commission accord¬ 
ing to the stat. of 11 ^ 12 Won. 8. c. 7. 

By a law passed here in KHil a s])ecial court is 
instituted in maritime cases where the persons concerned 

g. Tluit is, the value of the slave not e5ccee<ling 1:2"), ])ut it is always 
1 hat sum. 

h. General Ohicers were first ap[)oinfe(l here at a council of war held in 
um. 

i. The CommaiKler-iu-Cliicf and Council, are from Lime to Lime Lo ap¬ 
point what number of vessels shall give alarm to this island 
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(*aiin()l sitw till the usual tiiuc of lioldiui? the coiumou 
courts 111 such eases tlie Commander-in-Chief upon a 
])etit iou frou) the ])laintifr is to a])poiut hy a coinuiission 

liv(‘judges aiiy three of whom may determine the mat¬ 
ter and i;rant execution kv. And a law jxisscd in l(>T2 
appoints a special court to tiy causes oi* ari’csts and 
imderwritint’s.•••■ Wdieii the defendant cannot wait 
the common proceedings at law, to he applied for by 
the defendant. In these cases five persons are to be 
appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, any three of 
whom, a justice of peace, and of the (juorum beino' one, 
are to try the matter. They are to summon a jury and 
the plaintiff, and to act in all things as the Court of 
Common Iheas may. ilut it does not appear that either 

of the two last mentioned courts was e\xr held or ap¬ 
plied for. 

(General and Field officers the Master of Ordnance, 
the Judge Ad\'ocate, and Seeretaiy at War, are appoint¬ 
ed b\' the Commander-in-Chief. 

Lie also a])points the surveyors of land, but these 
are first examined by—and if found qualified have a 
certificate from the Survey or (General of Land who is 
likewise appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, as are 
the Coroners for the several parishes. 

'rhe Commander-in-Chief is also impowered by a 
law of the island to admit and licence persons to prac¬ 
tice as barristers in the several courts here, with the 

* Persons (lci)iirting from tliis isliind, feme converts, unless sole t uders 
and children under 14 years old eXceidcd, are lo set up their names 

in thn Secretary’s office 21 days before they can have license to depart 
within which time they may be underwrote by those who have cause 

of action against them. 
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same privileges as barristers regularly called in England. 

Attorjieys-at-Law are likewise admitted b}" inm, 
but these as well as liceiitiates. usually have a certiHeate 
of their qualilienlioii ironi the Atloi’iiey General. 

The Recei^'er ()1‘Ilis JMajesG^’s casual revenue has 
his warrant from the King under the Signet and Sign 
M anual countersigned by the Lords of the Treasur}'. 
He swears to his accounts annualh^ before the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in Council, and he is allowed G per 
cent, on all sums paid into his office. 

The Auditor General of His Majesty’s revenues is 
appointed by the Commissioners of the Treasury and he 
is paid £150 sterling per annum out of the per cent, 
duty. He executes his office here by a deputy usuall}' 
nominated by himself, sometimes the Commander- in- 
Chief appoints him, and he receives 5 j)er cent on all 
monies paid to the Casual Receiver. 

The Solicitor for the King’s Casual Revenue is 
sometimes appointed by the Commissioners of the 
Treasury, but generally by the Commander-in-Chief 
He is allowed 4^ per cent, on all sums paid into the 
office of the Casual Receiver, 

The Public Secretary'' Clerk of the Council, and 
]temembrancer of the Court of Exchequer, tlie Registrar 
and l^^xaminer in Chancery, and Clerk of the Crown and 
Peace, the Clerk of tlie Court of Common IMeas, the 

Provost Marshal, Sargeant at arms, and Marshal of the 
several courts, and the Clerk of theMarke<s are patent 

a. All deeds and mortgages are registered in the Secretary’s office 
whereby such security arises to purchasers and money lenders as 
gives great encouragement to be Uie one or the other, and the value 

of estates must be considerably increased by the certainty’ of title 
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officers, and execute their offices liere by deputies named 
by tbeinsch es or their constituted attorneys. And when 
that is not done tlie Commander-in-Cbief appoints a 
person to supply a vacanc}^ until one or other of them 
nominates a deputy.’^ 

The Secretary by the law of the island is the Notary 

Public. 

Idle Surv eyor (General of the custom of 41 per cent, 

as well as the collectors, comptrollers, searchers, and 
waiters, are appointed by the Commissioners of the 

customs in London. 

Their salaries are paid by the principal collector at 
Bridgetown. The Naval Officer was formerly appointed 

by the Ciovernor but that office is now held by patent, 
and executed by a deputy. 

On any vacancy the Surv^eyor General nominates a 
person to supply it until an appointment is made by the 

said commissioners and in the absence of the Surv eyor 
General, the Commander-in-Chief so appoints ; but on a 
vacancy inthenav^al office the attorneys of the Patentee, 

if he has any here, nominate a deputy. 

With respect to the fortifications, the island is 

div ided into five districts, and the gunners and matrosses 
are appointed by warrant from the Captain General. A 
master aunner and six matrosses for tlic field train of 
artillery, a captain and tvvxdve men as a guard at the 
publie magazine, the armourers, and (‘oojxa- of the 

b. These Pcitcntees and the Naval OtHcer leside in En^dand and set their 
olHces to farm. They receive in the whole at the [jresent rents about 

£2,ot)0 sterling money from their deputies per annum. 
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powder casks are appointed in the same manner. Their 
salaries are ascertained by law and are paid half yearly 
by the Treasurer on an order from tlie Ck)mmander-in- 

Chief and Council. 

■ Tlic commissioners a})pointed by law to take care 
of and to order and direct what shall l)e necessarv for 
repairs (Jvc. of the fortifications are the members of 
Council and Assembly, resident in each division with 
anV of the field officers in commission in tlie districts 
where the regiments to wliich they belong are or shall 
be ])osted by the Commander-in-Chief on alarms. 

Any three of them make a board in their resi)ec- 
tive divisions. The eldest Councillor, in his absence, 
the senior field officer, is chairman. 

Each board appoints its clerk, and if necessary a 
su})er\'isor of the works in the respective divisions at 
certain salaries fixed by an Act of the island. 

In time of war the Commander-in-Chief usually 
a|)p()ints an engineer in which case the Assembly ascer¬ 
tain his salary. 

The iMilitia consists of six regiments of foot and 
three of horse besides the troop of guards. • 

W hen a general council of war is held it is com¬ 
posed of all tlie gciicral and field ofKcers in commission, 
the .hidge iXchocatc and Secretar\' of Whar 

<7^ ^ • 

11ie Comnumder-in-Chief geiierally presides but 
he sometimes grants a. commission to a general ofiicer 
to be president ofthe said council. 

The Vkstry. The freeholders in each parish an- 
nuall}' make choice of IG freeholders of their respecti\'e 
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parislies to be a Vestry besides the Hector wlio is one of 
them virtiite oflieio. 0 make a quorum to transact the 
cburch and parish concerns, but no Vestry can meet on 
business without the Hector or due notice given him of 
the meeting. The Commander-in-Cliief and Council 
determine controverted elections of vestrymen. 

The Vestry annually chooses Churchwardens and 
surv^eyors of* the highways, and lay assessments for 
detraying the parish expenses, which assessments are 
published in the respective churches three Sundays, and 
it no exception is made thereto, they are conhrmed by 
tlie Commander-in-Chief in Council and he issues exe¬ 
cutions impowering the Churchwardens and their 
dej)uties to attach, sell c^c. If exception is taken thereto 
l)y any j)erson upon a petition from the Cliurehwarden 
to tlie Commander-in-Chiet and Couneil they to settle 
sucli persons tax as they shall think equitable. 

• ddie Hectors of the sex eral parishes are collated by 
the Coinmander-in-Chief, thev are allowed bv law a 
yearly stipend of £150 each, pa3"able quarterly b}' the 
respecti\'e Churchwardens and the^^ have besides scA cral 
perquisites which in some parishes are very consider¬ 
able. ' 

d1ie Hector ot St. IMichael is generally appointed 
by the Bishop ot London, his commissary to exercise 
spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction over tlie elerg}^ 

here, but tliis liath not been attempted since the ^Tar 
\7H[) ; or may he do it unless the Legislature hei*e ini- 
powei’s him by a law to proceed. 

r St. Michael’s) llectory is woilh about £5o() the others from £220 to 
£450 Per annum. 
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Governors sttxA Comma.tid.ers-itt- 
Chief of Ba.rba.dos» 

1624—William Deane chosen by the first settlers. 

1627— Captain Cannon was sent by the Earl of 

Pembroke. 

1628— Charles Wolferstone had a commission from 
the Earl of Carlisle/' but he was nominated by the Mer¬ 
chants to whom the said Earl had granted 10,000 acres 
of land. 

John Powell received a commission to be Governor 

from the Earl of Pembroke.^’ 
-    . — , ■ A — ,. ---- -- . ^ _ ■ -    

a. The Earl of Carlisle’s Commission to Wolferstone was 

dated 29tli March 1628. He was thereby impowered to 

use, exercise and put in execution the place of Governor, 

Commander and Captain in doing of justice, deciding of 

controversies, keeping His Majesty’s Peace and punishing 

olfeiiders according to the quality of their several offences, 

and according to the laws of England, and in case of his 

death before the exj^iratioii of three years, the Earl 

ordered that the like power and authority should be vested 

in such person as those who were transported by the 

merchants or the majority of them should choose to be 

their Governor, Commander and Captain. Wolferstone’s 

l^owers were after enlarged by Mr Mould and Havercome, 

who were impowered by Carlisle to settle more fully his 

authority here. 

b. On the 14tli Jajiuary 1628 the Elarl of Pembroke sent a 

commis-sion to John Powell to be governor, who surprised 

Wolferstone and sent him with Wm. Deane to England in 

irons and when Hawley arrived here, concealing his com¬ 

mission invited Powell on board his ship where he seized 

him and sent him prisoner to England. 
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1G20—Heiny Hawley was sent by the Earl of 
Carlisle to settle the affairs of this island. On his .Sfoino’ 
from lienee he appointed 

llohei't Wheatley Deputy (h)venior, but in a short 
time after 

Sir William Tufton arriv^ed with full powers from 
tlie Earl of Carlisle. He did not long’ contiiiue Governor 
for 

1030—Henry Hawley returned, who perfidiously 
seized Tufton, had him tried for mutiny and he was shot 
pursuant to the sentence.'' Hawley was commanded to 
England and he left 

1033— Richard Pierce, Jjieiitenant Governor.'^ 

1034— Henry Hawley came hither again. On his 
return to England he appointed 

1035— Richard Pierce deputy Governor a second 
time. 

c. Sir Wm. Tufton at the head of several planters pre¬ 

sented a petition to Mr. Hawley complaining tliat he 

witliheld some stores which tlie Earl of Carlisle had here, 

and liad appointed for them. Hawley thereupon held a 

Sessions at which Sir Wm. Tufton was arraigned, and 

under a promise of accord he surprised Tufton and pre¬ 

vailed witli the Council to sentence him as a mutineer. In 

1030 it was ordained by the Governor and Council that 

tliose wlio went off the island without the Governor's 

permission sliould forfeit tlieir estate above their just debts. 

d. In 1633 Richard Pierce held a court martial at wliich 

several persons were tried and sentenced for mutiny and 

rebellion against the Deput}^ Governor Council and Coun¬ 

try, and for having designs to destro}/ tliem, but only two 

were executed. 
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1630—Heiiiy Hawle}^ returiierP and on Ids leaving’ •: 
the iRland lie constituted 

1638—William Hawley'deputy Governor. 

1030—Hom'y. Hawk'V atrived here, but he was 

soon followed by 

Henry Huiicks aerdiist whom Hawley made a • o • 

party, possessed himself of the Government, and torced 
Huncks to Antigua; wdiereupon Henry Ashton was 
sent hither and four others were joined with him in a j 
commission from the Earl of Carlisle who reduced ^ 
Hawley to obedience, seized his estate and sent him j 
a prisoner to England, They then sent for and put 

Henry Huncks into the Goyermnent^ who leaving 
the island constituted 

1041—Philip Pell, Lieutenant Governor and he 
continued such until 1045 when he received a Commis¬ 
sion from the'Earl of Carlisle to be Governor-in-Chief 
and was so when j 

•I 

1050—Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham arrived 
as Lieut. General, and Governor-in-Chief of the pro¬ 
vince of Carlisle under the Earl of Carlisle, from whom 

he had farmed all the islands for the term of 21 years •; 

e. Ill 1030 it was resolved in Council that neo'roas and 

Indians tliat came here to he sold should serve lor lile 

unless a contract was made belore to the contrai’v. 

a. In Mr. Huncks’ time the Earl of Carlisle appointed ap¬ 

peals to himself in all cases except for debts and trials of 
titles to lands. 
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from 1647.’" But he did not continue long without 
interruption for 

1651—Sir George Ayscue was sent hither with a 
fleet from the Parliament to reduce this and the Lee¬ 
ward Islands to its obedience, and after having cruised 
up and down the coast of this island about three months, 
he came to an agreement with Lord Willoughby avIio 

returned to England.Sir George was then Governor 
for ne<ir three months, and going to Europe he appointed 

1651 March 12—Daniel Searl Governor, who con¬ 
tinued such until 

1660—Thomas Modiford was named Governor by 
the Council of State,'’ but within six months after 

Humphrey Walrond received a Commission from 
Lord Willoughby founded on His Lordship’s powers 
under the Earl of Carlisle, and he had also His Majes¬ 
ty’s Letter of Mandamus to be President of the Council. 

b. Lord Willoughby’s Lease was corroborated by a Coinniis- 
sioii to him from the Prince of Wales then in Holland, to 
be Governor of Barbados and all the Carribee Islands. 

c. 8ee a particular account of this '"matter in Campbell’s 
Naval History Vol. 2. p. 1 18. 137-8-t)-12nd. 

d. About the time of Col. IModiford’s tlie tlien Parliamen 
passed tlie Act of Navigation recpiiring amongst other 
things that the product of all the Colonies should be 

shipped to England. 
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Go'verniors ;a.ti€l Comtna^itdet^s-itt- 
Chief ;^fter the Propriety of the 

Isl^tidl w^s Purchased by 
the 2ncl« 

1(3G3 Aug. 15—Francis Lord Willoughby of Parhain 
arrived here as Captain-General and Coimnander-in- 
Ghief of Barbados and all the other Carribee Islands for 

7 years, by a Commission from King Charles the 2nd 
dated 12th June 1663,® the said 7 years to commence 
from the time His Majesty purchased the Earl of Car¬ 
lisle’s right to this island ; he was also appointed Vice- 
Admiral in all the seas and coasts within the limits of the 
said province ; he was empowered to choose®® to himself 
a standing council of twelve persons on each of the said 
islands, and by advice of his said council, or a majority, 

to establish and ordain orders, decrees, ceremonies, and 
forms of government and to appoint courts of judica¬ 
ture &C.'" 

e. He had been appointed Captain-General and Coniniander- 

in-Cliiel' of the province of Carsliola by Letters Patent from 

King Charles 2nd dated 15th March 1660 but he did not 

then think fit to remove hither and contented himself with 

the -profits arising from his Govei-nment. He stayed in 
England until the year 1663, in which year the Act passed 
for settling the fatal duty to per cent. 

The Councillors were chosen by the Governor until the 
year 1671 see page 26 note f. 
In this Commission His Majesty reserved a power to 

disallow all laws afterwards to be mafle here which harl 

jiot been before inserted in the Commission, and the laws 

which ho should make were to be in force but two vears, 

unless His Majesty or his successors should confirm "them 
within that time. 

ee. 

a. 
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1004—Lord Willoug’hhy going to the Leeward 

Inlands twice in tills year he noiiiiiiated Henvv AVil- 
loiighby Ills Le})uty Ctoveriior. 

1000—The said Lord went from this island on an 
exjiedition against the Dutcli Settlement and was lost 
at sea. On his departure he constituted his brother 
Whlliam A\'illoughby Deputy Governor. But soon after 
viz, 0th December 1000 

Ilemy Hawley, Henry Willoughby, and Samuel 
]larwiok were appointed by a commission from the King 
to execute the powers of Lord Willoughliy’s commission 

during his absence or during His Majesty’s further 
pleasure.^' In the absence of Hy. AVilloughby, A¥m. 
AVilloughby was to be joined with the other two. 

1007— AVm. Lord Willoughby of Parham was ap¬ 
pointed by letters patent, Captain General and Governor- 
in-Chief of the Carribee Islands for three years and 
A^ice-Admiral in all the seas and coasts within the 

limits, with all the powers granted to the late Lord 
Pj’ancis Willoughby. He going twice to the Leeward 
Islands in this year appointed 

Christopher Codrington, deputy Governor, the first 
time and afterwards 

AVilliam AA^illoughby during his absence. 

1008— At the latter eiid of this year Lord AA^il- 
l()ugld)y went to the Leeward Islands and England and 
appointed 

Christopher Codrington his deputy Governor dur¬ 
ing his pleasure or until His Alajesty’s pleasure should 

b. See Barbados Act No. 55. 
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1)0 sififnifiod to tlie contrary. It he died the Connei] 
was to appoint a deputy Governor during pleasure.^ 

1G69—Lord Willoughby returned with His Majes¬ 
ty’s coininission dated 5th Dec. 1669 appointiug him 
Captain-General and Governor of Barbados only during 
pleasure with all the powers of former patents.'^ His 
stay here was very short, for on the 7th April he gave 
a commission to 

1670—Christopher Codrington to be his deputy 
Governor. He was to hold the first Rank, to be president 
of the Council, and Commander-in-Chief of all His 
Majesty’s officers and soldiers within this island during 
liis pleasure. 

1672 July 6th—William Lord Willoughby had a 
third commission in which he was styled Captain 
General and Governor-in-Chief in and over the islands 

c In April 1668 the Bridgetown was burned and a hurri¬ 
cane happened the same year wliereby many of tlie public 
rolls were destroyed. 

d In this commission the CTOvernor with the advice and 

consent of his council or the majority of them, on eniero'ont 

occasions, when the Assembly of freeholders could not be 
so suddenly called as there might be a necessity was 
impoweied to make and ordain wholesome laws and 
ordinances, which laws His Majesty directed should bo 
duly observed and all laws were to be transmitted within 
three months after passing for the King’s approbation In 

1669 Lord Willoughby’s first commission having expired, 
the deputy Governor with the Council and Assmnblv 
then in being met, and voted themselves to be Governor 
Council and Assembly until His Majesty’s pleasure was 

known, and did act as such until Lord Willomdiby 
retui‘necl. ^ ‘ 



of Barl)a(los, St. Lucia, St, Vincent, Dominica, and the 
rest of the Colonies, islands and plantations in America 
commonly called the Carribce Islands lying and being to 
wind^yard of Guardeloupe.^ He was also appointed 
Vice-AdiiiiraP and Ordinary. 

I G70--Hc being ill, and having removed Christopher 
Codi ‘ingtoii from the Council, he commissioned Sir Peter 
Colleton, Bart, to be his deputy gorernor, and president 
f>f the Council for carrying on the necessary affairs of 
the government. On the death of Lord Willoughby, 
the Council assumed the care of the government until 
M is Majesty’s pleasure should be known therein, in 
pursuance of the King’s appointment in His Lordship’s 
last commission, and they elected Sir Peter Colleton 
President of the Council and General of the forces in this 
island until further orders.‘ They also directed that he 
should execute all the powers belonging to the Ordinary 
which on the death of Lord Willoughby v^as in the 
Council. They also directed that the commissions to 
military officers should be intitled “By the president and 
council,” but to be signed by the President; that the 

.a. The stile of the present Governor is nearly the same. 
(See page 26,) 

b. By commission from tlie Duke of York then Higli Ad¬ 
miral. 

e. 5th April 1673 Lord Willoughby was ill. 10th. The 
Council impowered Sir Peter Colleton at that time Deputy 
Governor, during the al)sence and indisposition of his 
Lordship to sign all Petitions, orders, injunctions Ac, 
relating to the jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery. 12th 
April Lord Willoughl)y died and the Council met when 
they elected Sir P, Colleton President of the Council Ac. 
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preRident witli six other members should liave full power 
to proceed to act as if tlie whole number was present, 

and in his absence any seven members choosing from 
among theniselves a Chairman />ro tempore, should have 
full powers to despatch all public business as if the 
President was personally present. 

1C)74 Novr. 6th—Sir Jonathan Atkins, Kt., arrived 
here as Captain-General &c. He was recalled and 

1680 March 7th—Sir Richard Dutton, Ivt,, suc¬ 
ceeded him, and he had a commission of Vice-Admiral 
from the Duke of York, then Lord High Admiral.'* He 
returned to England having appointed 

1688 May 8rd—John Witliam, deputy governok' 
who continued such until 

d. In this Commission it was directed that tlie Laws slionid 

be as near as conveniently miglit be to the Laws of 

England and to be in force nntil the King’s pleasure or 

that of his successors should be signified under their seals, 

but this not to relate to such Laws as had formerlv been 

confirmed and all Laws to be transmitted within threo^ 

months after passing for the King’s approbation. In his 

Commission power was given to the Governor to i*emit all 

lines and forfeitures before or after sentence given, if tlie 
persons were fit objects of pardon. Treason and wilful 
murder excepted, and in these cases, he might reprieve nn¬ 

til His Majesty’s pleasure should be known tlierein. It was 
also directed tliat on the Governor’s deatli the Council 
should assume the Government and act all the powei’s of 
that Commission. The eldest Councillor to be Jh-esident 
with all the powers any former President eujoA-efl. 

e. jNfr Withapi was restrained by liis Commission from pass- 
. ing Laws or calling Assembly's. In 1688 a Court was 

instituted for holding all pleas of the Crown except in capi- 



1G84 Septr 10—Sir Richard Dutton returned/ On 
Ids going to Rnglaiid 

1()85—hldwiii Stede was Lieut.-Governor and Coin- 
iiiander-in-Chief, appointed by Letters Patent from King 
dames 2nd with the same authorities that had been 
granted to Sir Richard Dutton.^' 

tal cases, 'llie reason given tor it was that inisdemeanors 
were daily committed by persons disaffected to tlie Govern¬ 
ment and" tliat there was no Court tor punisliing such ot- 
tences Imt the Grand Sessions wliicli being chargeable was 
seldom lield ottener than oiice a year; and tlie Attorney 
General signitying to His Majesty 'that such a Court 
might be ot use tor punishing ot such offencters and proper 
to be annexed to tlie Court ot Exclieipier, the King in 

Council confirmed the same. 

t. On Governor Dutton's retui'ii His Majesty ordered that 
halt his salary and perquisites should be paid to Mr. 
Mdtliam Deputy Governor, The latter not giving up or 
compromising this matter was-as Witham alleged in 
his petition to the King the reason ot his being prosecuted 
by Dutton tor supposed errors in his administration. On 
tins question the latter appointed an Attorney General 
to prosecute him at a Court ot Grand Sessions where he 
was tried on 3 Indictments convicted and fined £11,000 
sterlino' for which he was imprisoned. On his appeal to 
the King both ot them with Henry Walrond Chief Justice 
of the Grand Sessions were ordered to England and in 
1085 AVitham’s line was remitted' and he was restored to 
his former Dignities by order ot the King-in-Council. 
AVitham then brought an action ot assault and false 
imprisonment against Dutton and judgment was given 
tor the plaintifl, but this judgment was afterwards viz 5 
AVm. and Ma. reversed lay the House ot Peers and Mr. 
Walrond after being kept in England aliove 8 years was 
condemned to pay £8d damages to Witham. 

AJr. Stede was at that time Deputy Secretary, His 
Alajesty’s Casual Receiver, a Commissioner ot the 4-^ per 
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1690 May 10th—Col. Jas. Kendal arrived. Govern¬ 
or, &c., and continued until the arrival of his successor, 
and as soon as he had delivered the ensigns of govern- 
ineiit to him, he took his seat as first member of* the 
Council, by a particular instruction from the King. 

1694—Col. Francis Kiissell came hither Governor, 
etc. He dying here 

1696—Francis Bond, Esq., the eldest member of 
Council resident in the island became president and 
Commander-in-Chief, pursuant to the King’s instruc- 
tions.*' 

ct. Duty and Agent for the Iloyal African Company. He 
was appointed Lient. Gov^ernoi* upon the deatli or in the 
absence of Mr Dutton during pleasure, and on his death or 
absence the eldest councillor to be president &(; until the ar¬ 
rival of one or other of them or the King’s pleasure known 
thei-ein. On hearing of the birth of a Prince of Wales 
he made a great entertainment and roasted an ox whole, but 
upon the Revolution he proclaimed as joyfully King AVil- 
liam and Queen Mary. Whilst the administration was in 
Mr. Stede’s hands, he prosecuted Sir Timothy Thornhill a 
gentleman of fortune and family and in high esteem 
here for words charged to be spoken against the 
Government of England and this Island. Sir Timothy 
appealed to the King-in-Conncil who were so far from 
giving him relief that he was condemned to pa}^ £*500 to 
the King and £1,500 to the Lient.-Governor. In the 
Government of Atkins and Dutton several vessels from 
Africa belonging to the English merchants were taken 
by tlie King’s ships or seized as interlopers for not paying 
the Roy.al African Compy for permission and were 
condemned in the Court of Arlnhraltv here wliere tlie 
Governor sat as Chief Judge and the Company’s agents 
were the informers,; the forfeitures were to the Jvim>-, 
Governor and Informant. 

h. These are the Governors several commissions vS^c. and the 
Great Seal of the Island. 
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1098—The hon. llalph Grey afterwards I^ord Grey, 
Baron of Werke, arrived here as Captain General and 
Governor, etc.^ He went to Englynd and 

1701—John Fanner, Esq. became president, etc. 
and continued so until the arrival of 

1703—Sir Bevil Granville, Kt., Governor, etc.^ On 
his return to Europe the administration fell into the 
hands of 

1700—\V^illiani Sharpe, Esq., the eldest councillor, 
and he lield it until 

1707—Mitford Crowe, Esq. wi‘S appointed Gov- 
ernor-in-Chief, etc."' He was recalled upon complaints, 
and on his lea\'ing the island 

k He had £1,200 sterling allotted him per amiiiin out ol; the 
l.J [)cr cent. Duty to be paid here. 

1. His salary was increased to £2,000 sterling (which has 
been continued to the jjresent time) it having been t'ound 
l)urtliensome to the country to make presents to Governors 

—and he was strictly forbid to receive any gift or present 
upon any account or in any manner from the Assembly. 
But an Act passed here very soon after his arrival to settle 
£500 per annum on him. The island was at this time 
divided into two factions for and against the Governor; 
they ran so high that in the year 1704 George Lillington 
Es(p, afterwards President, was accused of designing against 
the Governor’s life, for which he was long imprisoned 
though in a very ill state of health, and at length tried at a 
court of Grand Sessions wliere he was lined £2,000 
but it was generally thought there was much mnre malice 
than reason iii the prosecution. The fine was some time 
after taken off and the moneys ordei^ed to be repaid, but it 
is said Mr. Lillington never received it. 

111. All Act passed here soon after Mr. Crowe’s arrival to 

settle £500 per annum on him, but it was repealed 
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1710— George Lillington, Es^. became President 

and was such until 

1711— Robert Lowther, Esq. Governor arrived, who 
was on complaints ordered to England and 

1714— William Sharpe, Es(p was again President 
and Commander-in-Chief until 

1715— Robert Lowther, Esq. returned. Fie was 
again recalled on the many complaints against him.® 

the same year. In the year 1705 when the Queen’s 
proclamation for reducing pieces from 8 to 6s., all or most 
part of the silver money having been carried from hence, 

an A ct passed to supply the want of cash &c. by issuing 
65,000 paper credit, impowering the Treasurer to 
give out Bills for that sum and lend them to the 
planters on the security of lands and Negroes, and the 
Treasurer was to have 5 per cent, for managing these 
Bills. This project proving very hurtful, especially to the 
monied men whose debtors AVere glad of an opportunity to 
pay them in paper, the next assembly chosen proceeded 
vigorously against those who were concerned in it and sent 
an address to England to complain thereof, and on the 21st 
October 1706 the Act was repealed by an order of the 

Queen and Council. In 1707 Governor Crowe had 
instructions to remo\'e these Gentlemen who had been 
concerned in this Act from their places at the Council 
Board and from all others that were in the Governor’s 

gift, vvhich he did ; but some little time bet'ore Mr. Crowe’s 
arrival an Act passed here to assume the ]jayment of such 

Bills as had issued pursuant to the paper credit Act, and 
the Treasurer was obliged thereby to refund the 5 per 
cent, he had receivecl,. He appealed, but it does not appear 
how the matter endM. 

n. In Mr. Lillington’s Administration the Council refused to 
pass the Excise Bill (in which the Treasurer and Comptrol¬ 

ler of the Excise are always named) insisting that they 



And he having suspended Samuel Cox the first coun¬ 
cillor, 

1720—John Frere, Esq, assumed the government 
as the then senior member of council, but about six 
months after, a special order was sent from the King 
whereby Snmuel Cox, Esq. was directed to take upon 
himself the administration of the government and Mr. 
Frere was ordered to England. The Lords Irwin and 
Belluu en who were appointed C^overnors, dying before 
their arrival, Mr. Cox continued president until the 
19th Januaiy 1722 when 

1722—Colonel Henry Worsley, came hither Gov¬ 
ernor, etc.'^ He returned to England and 

liad the same riglit to approve or reject as the Assembly 
liad to nominate a Treasurer. Tliis dispute was laid before 
Her jMajesty, who by the Royal Order dated 27th September 
1710, allowed of the Assembly’s appointment of a Treasurer 
and added “and accordingly Our will and pleasure is that 
you (the president and council) consent to the said Excise 
Bill if not already passed into a Law or to such other 
ExciseJBill as shall be sent to you by the Assembly without 
insisting on a light to disapprove the person therein named 
to be Treasurer.” This dispute was revived in 1744, but the 
Assembly not then insisting thereon, named another Gentle¬ 
man, who was approved by the Governor and Council. 

o. The complaints against Mr. Lowther were his having 
taken from the Assembly about £28,000 contrary to His 
Majesty’s express instructions, his permitting a Spainsh 
vessel to trade against the Acts of Trade and Navigation and 

in breach of his oath, and many oppressive, arbitraiy and 
illegal acts throughout his administration, particularly 
mentioned by the Petitioners. 

a. At the time of Mr. Worsley’s arrival the inhabitants 
were miserably divided into factions, a-nd he having an 



00 

1731—Siimiiel Barwic 
Cominander-in'Cliiel. He 

k, Esq. was president and 
dying before the arrival of 

instruction to accept of tlie settlement which should be 
mad^ upon him by the first Assembly he met after liis arri- 
A al, one party in hopes of securing his friendship got a 
majority of that House to allot him £(>,000 sterling at 30 
per cent, exchange per annum, to be paid quarter!^Mluring 
his personal residence here as Governor, and this settlement 
they had fixed Avith him before he came ashore ; l)uthe soon 
left tliis and fell in with the other party, Avho gave up into 
his dependents’ hands all benelicial offices, and for a time 
complied Avith iiis other recpiests. IJjion the demise of 
King George the First, jMr. Worsley not liaAniig a ucaa" 
commission at the expiration of six months, the inhabitants 
flattered themseh^es he Avas not legally continued GoA^ernor 
and that this enormous tax, AAdncli had almost ruined the 
country, thereby ceased ; accordingly, the generality of the 
p(‘ople refused to pay it for the last 3 years lie resided here. 
I ll the j^ear 1728 the Assembly petitioned His Majest}" for 
relief, but for Avant of proper agents to solicit it as it Avas 
said, they were not redressed, Avhilst Mr. Worsley upon his 
application, obtained two Royal orders in his fa Amur ; and 
suits having been brought by the Attorney General in the 
Court of Exchequer, pursuant to His IMajesty’s directions, 
by his order dated September 28th 1732 against some of 
Ibe principal defaulters, they making a slight defence, 
judgment Avas obtained against them, Avhereupon all Avho 
Avere able to pay to aAmid tlie exyiensc of suits, discharged 
their arrears, and about £17,000 Avas remitf/cd by Mr. 
AVorsley’s attorneys of about £20,000 remaining due of the 
profligions ajid hated settlement, and although Air. Worsley 
promised that he AAmiild be satisfied therewith and Avould 
require no more from the public dni ing his goAmrnment, yet 
he afterwards demanded and was ])aid at once iqiAvards of 
£2, OOt) for repairs of his house and gaiden (which Avon* 
purchased by the public in 1731 for £1,350) and he received 
scAmral other sums, 
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a governor (AV'alter Clietwynd, Esq.^ wlio was appointed 
dying soon after his nomination), 

1732— James Dottin, Esq. the then senior member 
of Council, became president and continued until 

1733— Scroop V^iscount Howe, Governor, etc. 
arrived.^ He dying here 

1735~.James Dottin, Es([. again took iijKm liim 
the administration, and as Sir Orlando Bridgeman, Bart, 
who was appointed Governor did not come hither, lie 

held it until the arrival of 

1730—Robert Byng, Esq. Captain-General and 
Ch)Vcrnor,‘^ who dying here 

],). Walter Clietwynd was not appointed till after the death 
of Lord Howe. 

c. The settlement made on Lord Howe was £4,000 enrreiicy 
and after his death an Act passed to mai.ifest the grati¬ 
tude of the peojDle for the benelits they had received from 
liis just administration &:c. This was done by making a 
present of .£2,500 to Lady Howe. 

d. The Assembly settled on Mr. Byng £2,000 currency, 

though they gave him £2,500 to make good the loss of his 
baggage, which had been taken by Spaniards. A few 
(lavs after Mr. Bvng’s death the assemblv met and made 
several resolves, one of which was not to make aii}^ settle¬ 
ment whatever on any future governor, and that they 
would steadily and unalterably abide thereby, notwith¬ 
standing any plausible pretences that might lie urgiMl to 
induce them to alter the saihe, and they recommendecl and 
hoped all future assemblies would comply therewith. 41ie 
succeeding As.sembly in 1711 confirmed it, and made an 
additional resolve, viz., not to give any sum or sums of 
money or value of money under any name or upon any 
pretence whatsoever to any future Governor or Coin- 
mander-in-Chief. 
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1740—James Dottin, Esq. succeeded liim as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and who vras sueli when 

1742—Sir 'rhos. Kobinsoii, Bart., arrived Governor^ 
and he eontinued iiutil the arrival of his successor. 

e. The Assembly in 1742 composed of the above resolving 
members, or a great majority settled £2,000 currency, and 
very soon after increased it to £3,000 per annum, on t^ir 
Thos. Robinson. But he was not so much benefited 
thereby jis lie had expected to be, he having expended 
about £4,200 for repairs Ac. of the Goveruoi*’s seat and 
erecting an armoury there, of which sum he was not paid 
a shilling, though it is said he proved the whole by proper 
vouchers. It seems the Assembly at that time declared 
that the repairs and alterations of the house were unneces¬ 
sary and that the whole was done in an improper manner, 
that is to say, he had not first applied to them for leave, 
therefore they would not pay him any part of his account, 
although they coidd not but confess the armoury to be an 
useful building. And no succeeding Assembly hath thought 
it a debt incumbent on the public to discluu-ge, or if possible 
no application hath been made to them for the ]iayme]it 
thereof. In this armoury are lodged the greatest pai-t of 
the small arms and some stores belonging to the public, 
and thereby will be pieserved, whereas, had they been kept 
in the place allotted for that purpose before the said 
armoury was erected, they probably would long ago have 
been unserviceable. At the end of the ai-mourv he built a 
magazine that will contain about thirty barrels In the 
year 1745 an Act was made to be in force three months 
impowering the governor to direct a justice of the peace 
t,o cause any person wliom the governor may suspect of 
dissatisfaction, or an unlawful correspondence witli the 

enem}’, to be apprehended and detained in safe custody, 
and such person should not be discharged without .an ordei* 
from the (Jouncil Board. Two men only, and t-hose of low 
rank, were committed upon that Act-, and they wei'e set to 
liberty in three or four days. 

1 
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1747—The Hoit’ble Henry Grenville/who having 
obtained leave to return to England, left the adminis¬ 
tration of the government in the hands of 

17.'>3—Ral])h Weekes, Escj., the first member of 
Council, who continued President, etc.^ until 

175(>—His present Excellency Cliarles Pinfold, 
Es(p, Doctor of J^aws, arrived. 

f. The settlement on Mr. Grenville was £3,000 currency per 
annum, not to be augmented in any shape on any pre¬ 
tence whatsoever. On his signifying to the Assembly his 
intention of returning to England, that House would have 
made him a present in money to defray the expense of his 
voyage, but he generously refused to accept thereof. The 
assembly voted tliat a marble statue of the governor should 
be made and set up in the most public and convenient 
place here as a testimony of the grateful sense this island 
will ever retain of his equitable and prudent administration. 
The members of the Council concurred, and £5(10 was 
transmitted to the agent tor this Island in Great Britain 
to defray the expense thereof: And in the year 1724, the 
assembly voted that the picture of the late Lord Howe, 
which had been presented to the island by Lady Howe soon 
after her return to England, should be fixed in the Court 
House where the abovementioned statue was to be placed 
also with a suitable inscription in Golden Letters, declaring 
their highest esteem for, and greatest veneration to, his 

memory. 

g. £1,200 currency per annum was allotted to Mr. AVeekes 
for so long time as he should continue to.be Commander-in- 

Chief and reside at the Governor’s seat. 

N—Nothing was allowed by the Assembly to President Bar- 
wick. But Mr. Hottin received in his first administration 
the sum of £500, in his second the sum of £200 to the 28th 
May 1730, and from thence to the arrival of Governor Byng 
at the rate of £0C0 per annum,’and in his third administra¬ 

tion the sum of £500 was paid him. 
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Some Observations Coficerning 
Slaves in Barbados* 

Slaves are made chattels by the laws ot this Island 
for the payment of debtSj but in other respects have all 
the properties of real estate—they descend to the heii, 
are entailed, and widows have dower of them. 

They are looked upon here as the most valuable 

sl)ecies of property. This appears by the provisions 
in the laws for securing tlie possession of them, by laying 
severe penalties on those who harboui, detain, or em¬ 
ploy them without the consent of the owner,' and b}^ 
the preference given to suits brought foi the lecovei}/ of 
slaves. Such slaves are to be tried at a 2nd Court, where¬ 
as actions for land, &c. are not triable, but by consent, 
liefore the 4th court, with the extraordinary privilege ot 
examining the defendant before two Justices ot the Peace 
for the discovery of the possession ot sla\es if the paity 
finds any difficulty to prove it, in part oi the whole, 
and making use of this examination against him on an 

action at law, which is allowed in no other case. 

Carrying slaves fraudulently, clandestinely, or 
without a ticket fairly obtained from the Secretary s 
office, off or from the coast of this Island, and aiding or 

a. The ])eiialby for harbouring or frail Julontly detaining a 
slave, Vvithout the owner’s consent is To per day, so that the 
whole does not exceed XlOO, to be recovered by Complt. 

to two Justices. If the Con.plt. hath not sufficient evidence 

Iai prove the detention, the Defendant may be conipeli?d 
to answer upon oath, but in such case the penalty is not 
to exceed 2/- per day-and if any person shall omp oy a 

slave without agreement witli the owner, he shall torleit 

iilO. 
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assisting in such carrying off with ^ design to transport, 
them to another place is felony w ithout clcigy. 

There is no necessity to enrol any sale or aliena¬ 
tion of slaves as of other real estate. Except in these 
cases, viz:—When they are sold for paj-ment of public 
levies, parochial dues, servants’ Avages, and penalties 
laid bv the Acts of this Island, wdiereon executions are 
issued bv temporary Justices of the Peace. 

The bills of sale in these cases must be proved 
and recorded wdiich sliall vest a good title in the pur¬ 
chaser against the defendant and all claiming under 
him.'" Bills of sale must be proved; and recorded also, 
and that wdthin three months from the execution of 
them where the intent of such sale is to dock an 
entail of them. So also if slaves are conveyed by a 
Feme Covert in conjunction with her husband. 

If slaves were treated with more humanity than 
they generally are, and the laws of this island for the 
ordering and governing of them w^ere only put into 
execution, they might be very useful as well as valuable. 

b. The reason given in the law for inrolling such is, that in 
many of these cases records are not kept, or at least, are 
often lost, or mislaid, so that purchasers of slaves by means 
thereof have sometimes lost their right of recourse to the 
records on which such entries Were made. 
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